

An FSA soldier shoots his 
weapon towards Syrian Army 
positions in the Izaa district in 
Aleppo, Syria, Saturday, Sept 
8 , 2012 . 

Associated Press 


Syria: Car 
bomb kills 
17 in Aleppo 

ALBERT AJI 
JAMAL HALABY 
Associated Press 
AMMAN, Jordan (AP) — A 

car bomb ripped through 
Syria’s largest city of Aleppo 
on Sunday, killing at least 
17 people and wounding 
40 in one of the main bat¬ 
tlegrounds of the country's 
civil war, state-run media 
said. 

State-run TV aired footage 
of fire trucks trying to extin¬ 
guish the blaze and rescue 
workers digging through 
mounds of rubble. 


Continued on Page 7 



A woman walks behind a pile of debris after a possible tornado touched down during a severe storm at the Breezy Point Surf Club 
in the Queens section of New York, Saturday, Sept. 8, 2012. A tornado swept out of the sea and hit the beachfront neighborhood 
in New York City, hurling debris in the air, knocking out power and startling residents who once thought of twisters as a Midwestern 
phenomenon. Firefighters were still assessing the damage, but no serious injuries were reported and the area affected by the storm 
appeared small. 

Associated Press 


Images make NYC twisters notable 


VERENA DOBNIK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Most 
people wouldn’t say New 
York and tornado in the 
same breath. 

But two twisters that 


touched down in the na¬ 
tion’s biggest city on Sat¬ 
urday are the latest of 
about 60 small tornadoes 
that have hit the area in 
the past half-century, the 
years for which complete 


data are available. Satur¬ 
day's pair brings to 10 the 
total number of tornadoes 
since 2007 in New York City, 
according to the National 
Weather Service. 

To some, the tornadoes of 


the past few years might 
appear to be an uptick in 
the trend. Not so fast, said 
meteorologist David Stark 
of the weather service. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Denny Fallon pauses while cleaning up debris following a pos¬ 
sible tornado that tore the roof off his family’s cabana at the 
Breezy Point Surf Club in the Queens section of New York, Satur¬ 
day, Sept. 8, 2012. 

Associated Press 


NYC twisters 


Continued from front 

“In the past five years, 
there’s been a slight in¬ 
crease in the number of 
tornadoes in the area, but 
it’s too short a period of 
time to say it's a growing 
trend,” said Stark. 

He pointed to the previous 
five years, 2001-2006, when 
a total of eight twisters 
were recorded. 

“That’s not to say the 
touchdowns are going 
to continue at the same 
pace,” noted Stark. 

“It’s up and down, up and 
down, and it's not uncom¬ 
mon in the late summer 
months to see this." 

So if the tornadoes in re¬ 
cent years were not un¬ 
usual, why, then, were they 
memorable? 

Part of the answer may lie 
in New Yorkers' pockets 
and handbags, where in 


recent years many have 
had a camera close at 
hand, thanks to ever-evolv¬ 
ing cellphone technology. 
And the rise in social me¬ 
dia offers a quick way to 
spread images and foot¬ 
age of funnel clouds or of 
winds up to 110 mph wreak¬ 
ing havoc on neighbor¬ 
hoods — as was the case 
in the boroughs of Brooklyn 
and Queens on Saturday. 

In addition, said Stark, peo¬ 
ple know of storms much 
earlier than in the past be¬ 
cause of technology that 
picks up atmospheric insta¬ 
bilities, especially the Dop¬ 
pler radar in use since the 
1980s. 

That means they can pre¬ 
pare for storms earlier, 
whether that means duck¬ 
ing into the basement or 
just being aware enough 
of the weather to consider 
snapping a picture. 

On Saturday, a dark funnel 


descended on the Breezy 
Point Surf Club in Queens, 
flooding nearby roads, 
mangling power lines and 
later forcing more than 
20,000 spectators to be 
evacuated from the U.S. 


Open tennis tournament a 
few miles away. 

It took only a few min¬ 
utes for the 70-mph wind 
and roaring water to rip 
through walls and lift roofs 
off homes, while sending 


beach chairs flying and lift¬ 
ing kayaks out of the wa¬ 
ter. And it didn't take much 
longer for images of the 
storm to appear online. 
Saturday’s second torna¬ 
do hit Brooklyn's Canarsie 
neighborhood, whipping 
up winds of 110 mph over 
a half mile, snapping trees 
and house awnings and 
breaking windows. 

On Sunday, power had 
been restored for the more 
than 1,100 customers in 
New York who had lost it. 
No deaths or injuries were 
reported as a result of the 
twisters, coming from a 
storm system that brought 
damaging winds from 
Pennsylvania to upstate 
New York. 

By comparison, hundreds 
of people died in 2011 in a 
part of the country dubbed 
“Tornado Alley," running 
through the nation's Mid¬ 
west and South. □ 


Early laptop designer Bill Moggridge dies at 69 


NEW YORK (AP) — Bill Mog¬ 
gridge, a British industrial 
designer who came up with 
an early portable comput¬ 
er with the flip-open shape 
that is common today, has 
died. He was 69. 

The Smithsonian’s Cooper- 
Hewitt, 

National Design Museum 
said Moggridge, its director 
since 2010, died on Satur¬ 
day from cancer. 
Moggridge is credited 
with the design of the Grid 
Compass, a computer 
that had a keyboard and 
yellow-on-black display 
that sold for $8,150 when it 
was released in 1982. It was 
encased in magnesium 
and seen as rugged, and 
was used by the U.S. mili¬ 
tary. The computer made 
its way into outer space 
aboard the space shuttle 
Discovery in 1985. 

Although there were many 
portable computers being 



In this Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2011 file photo. Bill Moggridge, the di¬ 
rector of the Smithsonian's Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Mu¬ 
seum, stands at right as first lady Michelle Obama speaks in the 
East Room of the White House in Washington during the Smithso¬ 
nian's Cooper Hewitt NationalDesign Awards luncheon. 

Associated Press 

developed around that won the patent for the 
time, Grid Systems Corp. clamshell design with the 


foldable screen hinged to¬ 
ward the back of the ma¬ 
chine, s 

aid Alex Bochannek, a cu¬ 
rator at the Computer His¬ 
tory Museum in Mountain 
View, California. 

Moggridge pushed for this 
foldable design when it 
was realized the flat-panel 
screen, keyboard and cir¬ 
cuitry could all fit snugly to¬ 
gether. 

“In terms of the industrial 
design of the enclosure, 
Moggridge was instrumen¬ 
tal in proposing that,” Bo¬ 
channek said. 

“He came up with that par¬ 
ticular form factor.” 

Until that point, portable 
computers resembled por¬ 
table sewing machines 
that weighed more than 
20 pounds (nine kilograms) 
and had a big handle, he 
said. 

It was after using the ma¬ 
chine that Moggridge’s 


ideas about design began 
to change, Bochannek 
said. 

His work began to focus 
more on how people inter¬ 
acted with devices, rather 
than just making sure they 
were enclosed well. 
Moggridge authored the 
books 

“Designing Interactions," 
which was published in 
2006, and “Designing Me¬ 
dia,” published in 2010. 
“Beloved by the museum 
staff and the design com¬ 
munity at large, 

Bill touched the lives of 
so many through his wise 
council, boundary-pushing 
ideas and cheerful ca¬ 
maraderie,” said Caroline 
Baumann, associate direc¬ 
tor of the Cooper-Hewitt, 
National Design Museum, 
in a statement. 

He is survived by his wife 
of 47 years, Karin, and two 
sons Alex and Erik.Q 
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Shell begins petroleum off Alaska coast 


DAN JOLING 
Associated Press 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska 
(AP) — More than four 
years after Royal Dutch 
Shell paid $2.8 billion to 
the federal government 
for petroleum leases in 
the Chukchi Sea, a com¬ 
pany vessel on Sunday 
morning sent a drill bit 
into the ocean floor, be¬ 
ginning preliminary work 
on an exploratory well 70 
miles off the northwest 
coast of Alaska. 

Drilling started at 4:30 
a.m., said Shell Alaska 
spokesman Curtis Smith. 
Shell Alaska vice presi¬ 
dent Pete Slaiby called it 
historic. 

“It’s the first time a drill 
bit has touched the sea 
floor in the U.S. Chukchi 
Sea in more than two 
decades,” Slaiby said in 
a prepared statement. 
“This is an exciting time 
for Alaska and for Shell. 
We look forward to con¬ 
tinued drilling progress 
throughout the next sev¬ 
eral weeks and to add¬ 
ing another chapter to 
Alaska’s esteemed oil 
and gas history.” 

Federal officials estimate 
Arctic waters in the Chuk¬ 
chi and Beaufort seas 
hold 26 billion barrels of 
recoverable oil and 130 
trillion cubic feet of natu¬ 
ral gas. Interior Secretary 
Ken Salazar announced 
Aug. 30 that Shell would 
be permitted to begin 
preparation work at 
the Chukchi site even 
though the company’s 
spill response barge has 
not been certified and is 
not positioned nearby. 
The company is autho¬ 
rized to drill narrow pilot 
holes 1,400 feet below 
the ocean floor and 
roughly 4,000 feet above 


a petroleum reservoir. 
Shell has spent upward 
of $4.5 billion for Arctic 
Ocean drilling but had 
been thwarted from 
drilling by environmen¬ 
tal lawsuits, regulatory 
requirements and short 
open-water drilling sea¬ 
sons. Despite the re¬ 
quirement to stay out 
of oil-bearing rock, they 
were elated to finally be¬ 
gin work. 

“In the days to come, 
drilling will continue in 
the Chukchi Sea, and 
we will prepare for drill¬ 
ing to commence in the 
Beaufort Sea,” Slaiby 
said. 

Drilling is bitterly op¬ 
posed by environmental 
groups that say oil com¬ 
panies have not demon¬ 
strated they can clean 
up a spill in ice-choked 
water. They say a spill 
of the magnitude of 
the Deepwater Horizon 
blowout in the Gulf of 
Mexico would be cata¬ 
strophic in a region ham¬ 
mered by climate warm¬ 
ing and home to endan¬ 
gered or threatened 
marine mammals such 
as bowhead whales, po¬ 
lar bears and walruses. 
Shell officials say there’s 
little chance of that hap¬ 
pening. They are drilling 
in about 130 feet deep, 
versus 5,000 feet at the 
site of the Gulf spill, and 
wellhead pressure is ex¬ 
pected to be far less. 
Shell also claims its sup¬ 
port vessels could quick¬ 
ly choke off and respond 
to a spill. 

Smith said workers Friday 
completed mooring of 
the drill ship, the Noble 
Discoverer, in heavy 
seas with eight anchors 
that each weigh 15 tons 
and are staged on the 


seafloor in a circular pat¬ 
tern. The diameter of the 
anchor pattern, he said 
by email, was more than 
6,500 feet. 

A 20-by-40-by-40-foot 
mud-line cellar will al¬ 
low a blowout preventer 
to be positioned below 
the seafloor, protecting 
it from ice scraping the 
bottom. 

The oil spill response 
barge remains in Belling¬ 
ham, Washington state, 
and is expected to un¬ 
dergo sea trials over the 
weekend, he said. 

Shell’s other Arctic 
Ocean drill ship, the Kul- 
luk, is in the Beaufort Sea 
waiting for the fall whale 
hunt to end before mov¬ 
ing to the drill site.Q 



The Arctic Challenger, a containment barge designed to cap¬ 
ture oil spilled during drilling, is seen Wednesday, Aug, 15,2012, 
in Bellingham, Wa. 

Associated Press 
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Mitt Romney, Obama clash 



Republican presidential candidate Mitt Romney arrives at his 
campaign headquarters in Boston, to prepare for the presidential 
debates, Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012. 

Associated Press 


STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

The dispute over Ameri¬ 
can health care dominat¬ 
ed the presidential race 
Sunday with Republican 
challenger Mitt Romney 
altering his stand on Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s 
signature overhaul of the 
system, telling voters he 
would keep several impor¬ 


tant parts of the law that 
he has vowed to repeal. 
Obama focused his at¬ 
tention in the pivotal state 
of Florida on the Repub¬ 
lican ticket’s stand on 
Medicare, the popular 
government health insur¬ 
ance program for the el¬ 
derly and an issue that has 
been more favorable to 
Democrats. 

Romney also said in an 


interview with NBC televi¬ 
sion that it was a “mistake” 
for congressional Republi¬ 
cans to go along with the 
White House on a budget 
deal that set up automatic 
spending cuts that include 
huge reductions in defense 
spending in the new year. 
His running mate. Rep. Paul 
Ryan, helped steer that 
agreement through Con¬ 
gress. 

In his first appearance on 
NBC’s “Meet the Press” 
program in more than 
three years, Romney said 
he wanted to replace the 
Obama health care plan 
with one of his own that in¬ 
cluded some of the most 
popular provisions of the 
incumbent's two-year-old 
law. 

“I'm not getting rid of all 
of health care reform. Of 
course, there are a num¬ 
ber of things that I like 
in health care reform that 
I’m going to put in place,” 


Romney said in the inter¬ 
view taped Friday and 
Saturday. He cited guaran¬ 
teed coverage for people 
with preexisting medical 
conditions, coverage for 
young people up to age 
26 on their parents' plans 
and new insurance mar¬ 
ketplaces. 

The Obama plan, dubbed 
“Obamacare" by opposi¬ 
tion Republicans, used as a 
model Romney's overhaul 
of thehealth insurance 
system in Massachusetts 
when he was governor of 
the state. 

Romney's Massachusetts 
law and the one sponsored 
by Obama both require 
people to have health in¬ 
surance. That would bring 
younger, healthier citizens 
into the system, lowering 
the overall risk for insurance 
companies. 

Romney now insists, in line 
with the stance of his Re¬ 
publican party, that the so- 
called individual mandate 


must be repealed, but he 
offered no proposals on 
funding his health care 
plan. The U.S. Supreme 
Court has ruled, in suits 
brought by Republican op¬ 
ponents of fhe law, that 
the individual mandate 
— which establishes a tax 
penalty for people who 
don'f purchase health in¬ 
surance —is constitutional. 
While the race remains 
tight, several daily tracking 
polls show Obama picking 
up a lead of a few percent¬ 
age points over Romney in 
a contest that most vot¬ 
ers say depends on which 
candidate they feel is best 
prepared to revive the 
struggling U.S. economy. 
Obama appeared to have 
benefited from last week's 
Democratic National Con¬ 
vention and speeches by 
his wife, first lady Michelle 
Obama, and former Presi¬ 
dent Bill Clinton. 

The Obama campaign has 
been trying to change the 
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on health care 


subject from the economy 
after a weak government 
report on employment on 
Friday, the day after the 
convention closed. 
Romney's views 

on health care include ma¬ 
jor changes to the Medi¬ 
care insurance program 
for Americans over age 65. 
Adopting the position of 
his running mate Rep. Paul 
Ryan, Romney has called 
for giving retirees a govern¬ 
ment payment that they 
could use to spend on tra¬ 
ditional Medicare or a pri¬ 
vate insurance plan. 

In his second day of a 
campaign bus tour of 
Florida, fhe president pro¬ 
moted a study showing 
that future retirees under 
Romney's plan would pay 
tens of thousands more 
for health care over their 
retirement period. The re¬ 
port was rejected quickly 
by Romney's campaign, 
which faulted Obama for 
relying on “discredited at¬ 
tacks’ 1 and noted that the 
study was conducted by 
Obama’s former adviser 
on health care issues. 
Obama told about 3,000 
supporters in Melbourne, 
Florida, that if Romney had 
his way, Americans will 
pay more so insurers could 
make more. 

“No American should have 
to spend their golden years 
at the mercy of insurance 
companies,” he said. 

In broadcast interviews, 
Romney and Ryan kept 
the heat on Obama on 
the economic front, warn¬ 
ing that across-the-board 
spending cuts set to take 
effect at the start of 2013 
could devastate the de¬ 
fense budget. 

Half of the cuts are to be 
taken out of defense spend¬ 
ing if Congress doesn’t 
reach a budget solution in 
the next few months. 

But Romney's attacks on 
the president for signing 
the deficit-reduction mea¬ 
sure had some collateral 
damage for Ryan, who as 
House Budget Committee 
chairman both voted for 
and loudly praised the bill 
that created the trigger for 
the automatic spending 
cuts. 

“I thought it was a mistake 


on the part of the White 
House to propose it,” Rom¬ 
ney said. 

“I think it was a mistake for 
Republicans to go along 
with it.” 

With an eye toward unde¬ 
cided voters dismayed by 
the lackluster economic re¬ 
covery, Romney and Ryan 
faulted Obama for failing 
to provide the tax relief 
they say holds the key to 
the creation of millions of 
jobs. 

Romney has pledged to 
lower tax rates by 20 per¬ 
cent for all Americans — in¬ 
cluding the wealthy. 
Romney has said he will pay 
for those cuts by eliminating 
loopholes and deductions 
for higher-income earners. 
But both Republicans were 
unyielding in saying that 
specifics on their tax plan 
would come only after the 
Nov. 6 election. 

Drawing attention to his 
opponents' reticence, 
Obama shot back hours 
later, saying Ryan and 
Romney deserve a failing 
math grade instead of ac¬ 
colades for bold leader¬ 
ship. 

“It was like two plus one 
equals five,” Obama said, 
prompting incredulous 
chuckles from the crowd in 
Florida. 

For Obama, Florida pres¬ 
ents a convergence of 
issues. Even as Obama 
sought to touch a nerve 
on health care, Romney's 
campaign was trying to 
stoke anti-Obama senti¬ 
ments among the state's 
numerous Jewish voters 
and donors by drawing at¬ 
tention to the flap at the 
Democratic National Con¬ 
vention over whether Je¬ 
rusalem should remain the 
capital of Israel. 

White House press secre¬ 
tary Jay Carney sought to 
distinguish between what 
Obama has said is his per¬ 
sonal view that Jerusalem 
is and should remain the 
capital of Israel, and long¬ 
standing U.S. foreign policy 
which states that the sta¬ 
tus of Jerusalem should be 
parf of final negotiations 
between Israelis and Pales¬ 
tinians. 

Romney attended church 



President Barack Obama campaigns Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012, in 
Melbourne, Fla. 

Associated Press 


services in Boston Sun¬ 
day before practice ses¬ 
sions for the first of three 
debates with Obama 
scheduled for October. A 
rally Monday in Mansfield, 
Ohio, will be followed by a 


Chicago fundraiser. 

On Tuesday, the 11th an¬ 
niversary of the Sept. 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks, 
Romney plans to speak to 
a veterans group in Reno, 
Nevada. □ 
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Talks resume to avert Chicago teachers strike 


DON BABWIN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Negotia¬ 
tions continued Sunday be¬ 
tween the teachers union 
and school district in an ef¬ 
fort to avert the first teach¬ 
ers strike in Chicago in a 
quarter century. 

Teachers in the third largest 
U.S. school district, which 
has 400,000 students, said 
they would walk off the 
job Monday if no deal was 
reached by midnight on 
issues such as pay raises, 
classroom conditions, job 
security and teacher eval¬ 
uations. 

Parents have been waiting 


nervously for word of prog¬ 
ress as city and union offi¬ 
cials send messages that 
are discouraging one day 
and encouraging the next. 
School officials have said 
they would open more 
than 140 schools between 
8:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. if 
there is a strike so that chil¬ 
dren can eat lunch and 
breakfast in a district where 
most students receive free 
meals. But working parents 
like Eric Ferrer said open¬ 
ing buildings for four hours 
doesn't help them much 
since they have to be at 
work all day. 

Ferrer, a cook, said his chil- 
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Members of the Chicago Teachers Union distribute strike signage 
at the Chicago Teachers Union strike headquarters on Saturday, 
Sept. 8, 2012 in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


dren can stay home Mon¬ 
day with his wife, who works 
in a store. But if a strike went 
more than one day, they 
would have a problem — 
one that he sees no way to 
solve. 

“My wife is off tomorrow 
(so) we can keep them at 
home,” said Ferrer, as he 
sat in a McDonald’s restau¬ 
rant on the city’s Southwest 
Side with his wife and their 
8-year-old son and 3-year- 
old daughter. “She works 
the next day (and) so do I," 
he said. 

Other parents said that 
even if they could drop 
their children off for four 
hours and pick them up, 
they might not because 
they don’t know who will 
be watching them. 

The district won't open 
every school, so some stu¬ 
dents would have to go to 
unfamiliar buildings. Plans 
also call for children to be 
supervised by non-union 


workers and central office 
employees, who they may 
or may not know. 

“I’m not going to stick my 
kids in a place with strang¬ 
ers they don't know and 
with (employees) I don’t 
know,” said Doug Danby, a 
real estate developer. “I’m 
going to be dragging them 
to construction sites.” 

The school district offered a 
cost-of-living raise of 2 per¬ 
cent a year for four years, 
which the union said was 
unacceptable — especial¬ 
ly after Mayor Rahm Eman¬ 
uel last year canceled a 
previously negotiated 4 
percent raise, citing bud¬ 
get problems. The union 
also is concerned about 
raises based on teacher 
experience and educa¬ 
tion. Teachers also are con¬ 
cerned about new teach¬ 
er evaluations, health 
benefits and how a longer 
school day for students is 
being implemented.O 
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FSA soldiers prepare a mortar in Izaa district in Aleppo* Syria* Sunday* Sept. 9* 2012. On Friday* U.S. 
Senators John McCain* Joe Lieberman and Lindsay Graham* who have toured the volatile Middle 
East in recent days* urged Washington to help arm Syria’s rebels with weapons and create a safe 
zone inside the country for a transition government. 

Associated Press 


Syria: Car bomb kills 

Continued from front 

Aleppo's governor, Mo¬ 
hammed Wahid Akkad, 
was quoted by Syria’s offi¬ 
cial news agency, SANA, as 
saying 17 dead were civil¬ 
ians. 

The fight for Aleppo, a city 
of 3 million that was once 
a bastion of support for 
President Bashar Assad, 
is critical for both the re¬ 
gime and the opposition. 
Its fall would give the op¬ 
position a major strategic 
victory with a stronghold in 
the north near the Turkish 
border. A rebel defeat, at 
the very least, would buy 
Assad more time. No group 
immediately claimed re¬ 
sponsibility for the attack. 
SANA blamed terrorists, the 
term the regime uses for 
rebels. Opposition activists 
could not immediately be 
reached comment. Al-Qa- 
ida-style suicide bombings 
have become increasingly 
common in Syria, and West¬ 
ern officials say there is little 
doubt that Islamist extrem¬ 
ists, some associated with 
the terror network, have 
made inroads in Syria as in¬ 
stability has spread. But the 
main fighting force looking 
to oust Assad is the Free Syr¬ 
ian Army, a group made 
up largely of defected Syr¬ 
ian soldiers. Earlier Sunday, 
a Jordanian militant leader 
linked to al-Qaida warned 
that his extremist group will 
launch “deadly attacks” in 
neighboring Syria to topple 
Assad, as Damascus lashed 
out at France for backing 
Syrian rebels. 

In a speech delivered to a 
crowd protesting outside 
the prime minister’s office 
in Amman, Mohammad 
al-Shalabi, better known as 
Abu Sayyaf, told Assad that 
“our fighters are coming to 
get you.” 

Abu Sayyaf is the head of 


the Salafi Jihadi group, 
which produced several 
al-Qaida linked militants 
who fought U.S. forces in 
Iraq and Afghanistan over 
the past 10 years. They are 
also blamed for the 2002 
assassination of US aid 
worker Laurence Foley out¬ 
side his Amman home. 

The militant leader was 
himself convicted in 2004 
of plotting attacks on Jor¬ 
danian air bases hosting 
American trainers, but 
served his term and was 
released last year. 

Militants linked to al-Qaida, 
many from Iraq but also re¬ 
portedly several from Jor¬ 
dan, are believed to have 
made inroads among Syr¬ 
ian rebels as the civil war 
their intensifies. 

The warning came hours 
after Syrian Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Jihad Makdes- 
si criticized France, saying 
its growing support for the 
opposition does nothing 
but undermine the mis¬ 
sion of the new U.N. envoy 
tasked with brokering a 
diplomatic solution to the 
conflict. 


France, Syria’s one-time 
colonial ruler, has been 
one of the most outspoken 
Western critics of the Assad 
regime, and announced 
earlier this month that it has 
begun sending direct aid 
and money to five rebel- 
held Syrian cities as part 
of its intensified efforts to 


weaken Assad. It was the 
first such move by a West¬ 
ern power amid mounting 
calls for the international 
community to do more to 
prevent bloodshed. 
Makdessi said France suf¬ 
fers from “schizophrenia” in 
its approach to the coun¬ 


try’s conflict. 

“On the one hand, it sup¬ 
ports Brahimi’s mission, 
while at the same time it 
makes statements demon¬ 
strating that it supports the 
militarization of the crisis in 
Syria,” Makdessi told The 
Associated Press. □ 
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Iraq’s fugitive VP convicted as attacks kill 92 


LARA JAKES 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraq’s fu¬ 
gitive Sunni vice president 
was sentenced Sunday 
to death by hanging on 
charges he masterminded 
death squads against rivals 
in a terror trial that has fu¬ 
eled sectarian tensions in 
the country. Underscoring 
the instability, insurgents 
unleashed an onslaught of 
bombings and shootings 
across Iraq, killing at least 92 
people in one of the deadli¬ 
est days this year. 

It’s unlikely that the attacks 
in 13 cities were all timed 
to coincide with the after¬ 
noon verdict that capped 
a monthslong case against 
Vice President Tariq al- 
Hashemi, a longtime foe of 
Shiite Prime Minister Nouri 
al-Maliki. Still, taken togeth¬ 
er, the violence and verdict 
could energize Sunni insur¬ 
gents bent on returning Iraq 
to the brink of civil war by 
targeting Shiites and under¬ 
mining the government. 
Al-Hashemi fled to Turkey 
in the months after the 
Shiite-led government ac¬ 
cused him of playing a role 
in 150 bombings, assassi¬ 
nations and other attacks 
from 2005 to 2011 — years 
in which the country was 
mired in retaliatory sectar¬ 
ian violence that followed 
the 2003 U.S.-led invasion 
that ousted Saddam Hus¬ 
sein’s Sunni regime. Most of 
the attacks were allegedly 
carried out by al-Hashemi’s 
bodyguards and other em¬ 
ployees, and largely tar¬ 
geted government officials, 
security forces and Shiite 
pilgrims. 

The vice president declined 
to immediately comment 
on the verdict after meet¬ 
ing with the Turkish Foreign 
Minister Ahmet Davutoglu 
in Ankara. He said he would 



Iraq's Vice President Tariq al-Hashemi speaks to the media 
as he leaves a meeting with Turkey’s Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu, unseen, in Ankara, Turkey, Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012. 

Associated Press 



Security forces inspect the scene of a car bomb attack in Basra, 
340 miles southeast of Baghdad, Iraq, Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012. 

Associated Press 


“tackle this issue in a state¬ 
ment” in coming hours. 

The politically charged case 
— which was announced 
the day after U.S. troops 
withdrew from the country 
last December — sparked 
a government crisis and 
fueled Sunni Muslim and 
Kurdish resentment against 
al-Maliki, whom critics say is 
monopolizing power. 
Violence has ebbed signifi¬ 
cantly, but insurgents con¬ 
tinue to stage high-profile 
bombings and shooting 
rampages. Al-Qaida's Iraq 
branch has promised a 
comeback in predominant¬ 
ly Sunni areas from which it 
was routed by the U.S. and 
its local allies after sectarian 
fighting peaked in 2007. 
“These attacks show al- 
Qaida’s ability to hit any 
place in Iraq and at any 
time,” said Ali Salem, 40, an 
elementary school teacher 
in Baghdad. “The lack of 
security could take us back 
to zero." 

The worst violence on Sun¬ 
day struck the capital. 


where bombs pounded a 
half-dozen neighborhoods 

— both Sunni and Shiite 

— thoughout the day. But 
the deadliest attacks in 
Baghdad hit Shiite areas 
Sunday evening, hours af¬ 
ter the al-Hashemi verdict 
was announced. In all, 42 
people were killed in the 
capital and 120 wounded, 
according to police and 
hospital officials who spoke 


on condition of anonymity 
because they were not au¬ 
thorized to release the infor¬ 
mation. 

The countrywide attacks 
began before dawn, with 
gunmen killing soldiers at 
an army post in the central 
Iraqi city of Dujail. A few 
hours later, a car exploded 
in a lot where police recruits 
waiting in line to apply for 
jobs outside Kirkuk in the 
country's north. Both Dujail 
and Kirkuk are former insur¬ 
gent strongholds. 

Over the day, at least 92 
people were killed and 
more than 360 wounded in 
at least 21 separate bomb¬ 
ings and shootings, accord¬ 
ing to reports from police 
and hospital officials. No 
group immediately claimed 
responsibility, but Iraq’s In¬ 


terior Ministry blamed al- 
Qaida in Iraq. 

“The attacks today on the 
markets and mosques are 
aimed at provoking sectar¬ 
ian and political tensions," 
the ministry said in a state¬ 
ment. “Our war against ter¬ 
rorism is continuing, and we 
are ready." 

The courtroom at Bagh¬ 
dad’s criminal court was 


silent Sunday as the pre¬ 
siding judge read out the 
verdict. It convicted al- 
Hashemi and his son-in-law, 
Ahmed Qahtan, of orga¬ 
nizing the murders of a Shi¬ 
ite security official and a 
lawyer who had refused to 
help the vice president's al¬ 
lies in terror cases. The two 
defendants were acquitted 
in a third case of the killing 
of a security officer due to a 
lack of evidence. 

The court sentenced both 
men in absentia to death 
by hanging. They have 30 
days to appeal the verdict 
and could win a retrial if 
they return to Iraq to face 
the charges. Al-Hashemi 
— who has been in office 
since 2006 — is on Interpol’s 
most-wanted list, but Tur¬ 
key has shown no interest in 
sending the vice president 
back to Baghdad. 

The defense team began 
its closing statement with a 
searing indictment of Iraq's 
justice system, accusing 
it of showing no indepen¬ 
dence and siding with the 
Shiite-led government. 
“From the beginning and 
through all procedures it 
has become obvious that 
the Iraqi judicial system has 
been under political pres¬ 
sure," attorney Muayad 
Obeid al-Ezzi, the head of 
the defense team, told the 
court. 

The presiding judge imme¬ 
diately interjected, warning 
that that the court would 
open legal proceedings 
against the defense team if 
it continued to heap accu¬ 
sations on the court or the 
legal system. 

Reaction to the verdict was 
largely along sectarian lines 
on the streets of Baghdad. 
Sunni lawyer Abdullah al- 
Azami called the trial “an¬ 
other farce to be added to 
the Iraqi judicial system.”□ 
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No sign of killings in isolated Amazon village 


ARIANA CUBILLOS 
Associated Press 
IROTATHERI, Venezuela 
(AP) — Venezuelan officials 
and journalists investigating 
reports of a possible massa¬ 
cre in a remote indigenous 
village in the Amazon have 
found people peacefully 
cooking plantains over a 
communal fire, and no sign 
of any killings. 

Yanomami Indians in the 
village of Irotatheri spoke 
with journalists through a 
guide, who translated their 
accounts that there had 
been no violence. The gov¬ 
ernment flew in journalists 
by helicopter Friday after a 
report of killings in the com¬ 
munity by an indigenous 
group. 

The villagers stood and 
watched in apparent 
amazement as the heli¬ 
copter passed over their 
huts and landed nearby in 
a clearing. Women in the 
village carried their babies 
in slings, and people of all 
ages had their lips bulging 
with tobacco leaves that 
they stuff into their mouths 
and keep there without 
chewing throughout the 
day. 

Leaders of the Horonami 
Yanomami Organization 
released a statement late 
last month saying that 
people from a nearby vil¬ 
lage had visited Irotatheri 
and reported a mass killing 
of unknown proportions in 
early July. 

About 40 people live in Iro¬ 
tatheri, a collection of huts 


that officials say is 19 kilo¬ 
meters (12 miles) from the 
border with Brazil. 

The villagers still largely 
keep to their traditional 
ways, wearing face paint 
and loincloths. 

But government officials 
who reached the village 
ahead of the journalists 
brought the people T-shirts 
to cover themselves, and 
also brought hammocks 
and cooking pots, which 
the Yanomami quickly ac¬ 
cepted. 

Officials gave them pas¬ 
ta and dried manioc 
that they could cook in 
their new pots, and also 
handed them their first 
spoons. 

A doctor traveled with the 
group and was providing 
check-ups. Many people in 
the village were treated for 
skin ailments and conjunc¬ 
tivitis. 

The villagers performed a 
dance for the visitors, hold¬ 
ing bows and arrows. 

The Yanomami are one of 
the largest isolated indig¬ 
enous groups in the Ama¬ 
zon, with a population esti¬ 
mated at roughly 30,000 on 
both sides of the Venezue- 
la-Brazil border. 

The Yanomami have often 
had to contend with Bra¬ 
zilian gold miners, who for 
years have crossed into 
Venezuela and torn up the 
forest, leaving water laced 
with mercury. But military 
officials who reached the 
village said that patrols in 
the area had found no min- 



LPpper body massage ©35 
Spa manicure £ pedscur© ©50 
Massage & racial ©135 


Zeriergy 


L/h'dln! it Aiiftvi [kadi Giih 
| L IriK -M|Uir. (lUrl JJ. 
t»7V5M loir t I3TO-5& CiLJ-U 
Info* aw r-py ? pj y a n i 
Hi ih p, ■ i l vhP4. n‘.V n'v!>:,>Syo 



In this photo taken Sept. 7, 2012, Yanomami Indians dance in their village called Irotatheri in 
Venezuela's Amazon region. 

Associated Press 


ers. 

The government is provid¬ 
ing the community with a 
radio so it communicate 


with the authorities if they 
have problems. Two men 
from the village climbed 
aboard a helicopter for 


the first time and flew to a 
nearby military outpost in La 
Esmeralda to learn how to 
use the radio system.Q 
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Ex-candidate quits Mexico’s main leftist party 


JUAN DIEGO QUESADA 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 

man who led Mexico’s 
main leftist party in the past 
two presidential elections 
announced Sunday he is 
leaving it behind and may 
start a new party, 
throwing uncertainty over 
the future of the nation’s 
political left. 

Andres Manuel Lopez Ob- 
rador told supporters at a 
rally at Mexico City’s main 
plaza that he is leaving 
the Democratic Revolution 
Party “on the best of terms.” 
He also announced he is 
leaving the smaller Labor 
Party and Citizens' Move¬ 
ment, which also backed 
him in the July presidential 
election, 

when he finished second. 
Lopez Obrador said he will 
begin consultations that 
would create a new party 
out of another, less formal 


organization that backed 
him, the Movement for Na¬ 
tional Regeneration. 

The motives for the break 
were not clear, 
but it could complicate 
efforts for the left to rally 
again around a single can¬ 
didate as it has in every 
election since 1988. 

Lopez Obrador has been 
the most prominent figure 
within Democratic Revolu¬ 
tion in recent years, 
one of only two people it 
has ever run for the presi¬ 
dency since forming in the 
wake of the fraud-tainted 
1988 election. 

Still, he has not been able 
to dominate the structure 
of the party, 

which has suffered through 
bitter internal feuds, \many 
of which Lopez Obrador’s 
faction has lost. 

Lopez Obrador, who turns 
59 in November, was one 
of many political figures 



Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, former presidential candidate of the Democratic Revolution Party 
(PRD), gives a thumbs up to his supporters at Mexico City’s main plaza, the Zocalo, Sunday, Sept. 
9, 2012. 

Associated Press 
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who abandoned the ruling 
Institutional Revolutionary 
Party in 1988 to support the 
candidacy of Cuauhte¬ 
moc Cardenas. 

That alliance of populist 
insurgents from the ruling 
party with a collection of 
small socialist parties led 
to the formation of Demo¬ 
cratic Revolution. 

Lopez Obrador was a pop¬ 
ular Mexico City mayor be¬ 
fore seeking the presidency 
in 2006. 

He lost that election by less 
than a percentage point 
and his supporters then 
staged months of disrup¬ 
tive street protests, 
alleging fraud gave the 
victory to National Action 
Party candidate Felipe 


Calderon. 

This year Lopez Obrador 
finished about seven points 
back, losing to PRI candi¬ 
date Enrique Pena Nieto. 
While his supporters again 
have alleged election ir¬ 
regularities, 

the protests have been 
more subdued. 

Police estimated about 
38,000 people were ion the 
crowd cheering Lopez Ob¬ 
rador on the city’s Zocalo. 
Some were ready to jump 
ship with him. 

"I’ll go where Andres Man¬ 
uel goes,” said Maria Petra, 
a 42-year-old housewife. 
“There was the PRD until a 
while ago. Now, no,” said 
another spectator, Efren 
Garcia, 31 .□ 
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Survivors of China twin 
earthquakes await supplies 


BEIJING (AP) — Survivors of 
a series of earthquakes that 
killed 81 people and injured 
more than 800 in a moun¬ 
tainous area of southwest¬ 
ern China were desperate¬ 
ly waiting for more aid to ar¬ 
rive Sunday as jolting after¬ 
shocks kept fears high and 
hindered rescue efforts. 

The latest victim was a 
2-year-old child who was 
hit by a falling wall as an 
aftershock struck Saturday 
night, the state-run Xinhua 
News Agency reported. 

The first earthquakes struck 
Friday in a region of small 
farms and mines near the 
border between Guizhou 
and Yunnan provinces, 
where some of China’s 
poorest people live. 

They toppled thousands of 
homes and sent boulders 
cascading across roads, 
and authorities evacuated 
more than 200,000 villagers. 
The area was still being jolt¬ 
ed by aftershocks Sunday, 
raising fears of more injuries 
and fatalities. 

Footage from China Cen¬ 
tral Television showed res¬ 
cuers and sniffer dogs run¬ 
ning past steep slopes be¬ 
cause of the risk of fist-sized 
stones tumbling down. It 
also showed an ambu¬ 
lance stuck in stones and 
debris. 

Almost all of the 110,000 
people who live in Yiliang 
county’s Jiaokui town, 
about 3 kilometers (2 miles) 
from the epicenter of one 
of the earthquakes, had 
evacuated, but many had 
no shelter and were waiting 
for supplies, a town official 
said by telephone. 

“They are living in the open 
air now,” said the official, 
who gave only his surname, 
Xiao. “We are in dire need 


of tents and quilts. We only 
received 2,200 tents. Many 
people have no quilts and 
are not living in tents.” 

A resident of Luozehe town, 
close to where the quakes 
struck, said he and others 
were evacuated to a more 
central area of the county. 
“It’s quite hot here, there 
isn't enough drinking water 
or tents," said Wu Xuehong, 
who described seeing 
dead livestock after farm 
buildings collapsed. 


More than 11,000 tents, 
8,500 quilts, 6,000 coats 
and other supplies includ¬ 
ing bottled water and rice 
have been delivered to Yil¬ 
iang and more are on the 
way, Xinhua said, citing the 
rescue headquarters. 

The first magnitude-5.6 
quake struck just before 
11:30 a.m. Friday and was 
followed by an equally 
strong quake shortly after 
noon. Though of moderate 
strength, the quakes were 
shallow. Such quakes often 
cause more damage than 
deeper ones. 

As of noon Sunday, there 


had been 279 aftershocks, 
said Zhang Junwei, spokes¬ 
man of Yunnan’s seismo- 
logical bureau. 

Xinhua quoted Zhou 
Guangfu, deputy chief 
of the county’s educa¬ 
tion bureau, as saying that 
three students were among 
those who died. He said 
more than 300 high schools 
and primary schools were 
damaged and the educa¬ 
tion bureau would inspect 
schools before allowing 


classes to continue. 

In 2008, a massive 7.9-mag- 
nitude quake in Sichuan 
province, just north of Yun¬ 
nan, left 90,000 dead or 
missing, including thou¬ 
sands of students whose 
schools collapsed. 

State media reported Sat¬ 
urday that the army and 
police had mobilized more 
than 3,200 personnel to 
help rescue efforts, along 
with some 4,000 militiamen 
and reserve forces. That 
means 11,000 rescuers are 
attempting to clear roads, 
evacuate people and 
search for the missing.Q 



Zhu Yinquan, a teacher, left, tries to comfort a woman who lost 
her seven-year-old daughter at a school in Friday's earthquake 
in Yiliang county in southwest China’s Yunnan province, Sunday, 
Sept. 9, 2012. 

Associated Press 



Princess Maxima, foreground, takes part in the Amsterdam City 
Swim in the Amsterdam canals to raise money for the treatment 
of ALS, or Lou Gehrig’s disease, in Amsterdam, Netherlands, Sun¬ 
day Sept. 9, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Dutch princess swims 
in Amsterdam canal 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — The Netherlands’ Princess Maxima 
has joined a thousand other swimmers braving a two-kilo- 
meter tour of Amsterdam’s ancient canals to raise money 
for charity. 

Amsterdam’s murky canals are not officially designated 
as safe for swimming, but they are flushed with fresh river 
water nightly. Maxima wore a wetsuit to protect her from 
the chilly water. 

Maxima is married to Crown Prince Willem-Alexander and 
is the mother of his three daughters, who follow him in the 
direct line of succession to the throne. 

The Amsterdam City Swim is performed annually for a dif¬ 
ferent charity. Proceeds this year go to combat amyo¬ 
trophic lateral sclerosis, the debilitating condition also 
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.Q 
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Appetizer, Entree and Dessert 
Fish Soup or Salad 

lee Cream, Quesillo or Chocolate Cake 

Choice include our specialties: 

Aruban Combo, Cabrito Stoba, 

Fisherman’s Loot, Ribs, Qasparito Chicken. A ^ 
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Dutch vote to test EU popularity in tough times 


MIKE CORDER 
RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BOXMEER, Netherlands 
(AP) — The Netherlands 
has long been a source of 
inspiration for closer Euro¬ 
pean integration — and 
a bellwether of European 
discontent. 

It was one of six nations 
that forged fledgling Eu¬ 
ropean unity from the 
ashes of World War II, and 
a force behind the treaty 
that created the euro 
currency. Yet, along with 
France, it also put itself at 
the vanguard of the euro¬ 
skeptic tide by rejecting a 
proposed European con¬ 
stitution in a referendum. 

As the nation heads into Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte smiles while being interviewed 
elections on Wednesday, during a campaign visit four days ahead of the national elections, 

in Dordrecht, south-western Netherlands, Saturday, Sept. 8, 2012. 
Associated Press 



observers are wondering 
which of the two Nether¬ 
lands will emerge: the EU 
guiding light or the harbin¬ 
ger of European disarray. 
The answer could be an 
indication of the very di¬ 
rection of Europe. 

“Every Dutch election has 
been at the forefront of 
what is the mood every¬ 
where in Europe,” says 
political analyst Piotr Ma- 
ciej Kaczynski of the Cen¬ 
ter for European Policy 
studies. 

In 2005, Dutch voters 
deepened a major con¬ 
tinental crisis by rejecting 
a historic EU constitution 
just three days after the 
French gave their historic 
“Non" — effectively killing 
the charter. 

In the upcoming elections, 
the Dutch are pondering 
even greater existential 
questions for Europe — 
whether to stick with the 


union and its currency or 
try to fix both from the in¬ 
side. 

Not surprisingly, the most 
extreme view — ditch the 
European Union — comes 
from firebrand populist 
Geert Wilders, who first 
rose to prominence with 
strident anti-Islam rhetoric 
that resonated across Eu¬ 
rope. 

At the other end of the 
spectrum is outgoing 
prime minister Mark Rutte, 
a staunch believer in EU 
integration who also hews 
closely to the hardline 
budgetary conservatism 
of German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel. 

In between are a slew of 
euro-skeptic parties that 
are also nonetheless con¬ 
scious of the bloc's impor¬ 
tance to the Netherlands, 
a nation whose economy 


is built on exports. 

The leader of one such 
party is Emile Roemer, 
who heads the left-wing 
Socialists. His campaign 
symbol is the tomato, af¬ 
ter the rotten fruit his sup¬ 
porters feel to be the just 
desserts of the EU-loving 
political establishment. 
Roemer gained fame dur¬ 
ing the campaign by say¬ 
ing that, if he joins the next 
Dutch ruling coalition, the 
Netherland would pay 
fines to Brussels for missing 
budget targets “over my 
dead body.” 

At a recent campaign 
stop in his home town of 
Boxmeer, a verdant town 
in eastern Netherlands 
close to the German 
border, Roemer handed 
out tomato-flavored ice 
cream and said he wants 
“a more social Europe." 


His Socialists polled strong¬ 
ly throughout summer 
campaigning, before fall¬ 
ing back to third place in 
a complicated race that 
will likely lead to long ne¬ 
gotiations to form the next 
ruling coalition. 

Labor Party leader Die- 
derik Samsom, whose 
criticism of the EU is more 
moderate, has now taken 
over from Roemer as the 
torch bearer for the left 
going into Wednesday’s 
vote. 

There is nothing moder¬ 
ate about Wilders, who 
argues that Europe has 
turned into a costly charity 
project for his country. He 
says that wealthy northern 
European nations like the 
Netherlands and Germa¬ 
ny have spent billions bail¬ 
ing out debt-ridden gov¬ 
ernments in Greece and 
Portugal, which he casts 
as profligate beyond re¬ 
form. 

“The best days of the 
Netherlands are ahead 
of us if we no longer pay 
southern Europe, if we 
become a master of our 
own house, and are able 
to take our own decisions 
again,” he said during 
a high-profile televised 
debate at Amsterdam’s 
Carre theater. 

Polls have been fluctuat¬ 
ing over the past months, 
and the latest indicate 
that Wilders could lose up 
to a fourth of the 24 seats 
he won at the last Dutch 
election in 2010. Ruffe’s 
party tops polls, with Sam- 
som’s Labor trailing close 
behind. 

The Netherlands and an 
expanding EU were long 


a perfect match for this 
centuries-old trading na¬ 
tion. 

In the wake of World War II 
and ensuing hunger, Sicco 
Mansholt, a Dutch farmer 
who became the fourth 
president of the European 
commission, formed a vi¬ 
sion of a united Europe in 
which nations would work 
together to stave off fam¬ 
ine. He was the architect 
of a common European 
farm policy that eventu¬ 
ally evolved into deeper 
economic union. 

The Dutch government 
also was one of the driv¬ 
ing forces behind the 
1993 treaty that ushered 
in monetary union and, 
eventually, the euro cur¬ 
rency. 

The treaty was signed in 
the picturesque southern 
Dutch city of Maastricht 
and still bears its name. 

But the 2005 “No" vote on 
the EU constitution and 
anti-EU resentments that 
have deepened ever 
since show the Nether¬ 
lands now to be possibly 
at the forefront of a conti¬ 
nental tipping point. 
Certainly, the generosity 
that once accompanied 
the EU’s expansion into 
poorer nations has largely 
evaporated. 

And the way the Dutch 
vote on Wednesday will 
be parsed for potential 
insights into the outcome 
of elections next year in a 
much more important rich 
northern European coun¬ 
try: Germany. 

“This is the prelude before 
the huge elections we will 
have next year in Germa¬ 
ny,” Kaczynski said.Q 

















At The Radisson’s famous Sunset Grill: 

Press Members enjoy a delicious Sunday Brunch! 






ORANJESTAD - Local press 
members were invited by 
the Radisson on Sunday to 
come and satisfy their taste 
buds with their delicious 
Sunday Brunch, served at 
the Sunset Grill. In a warm 
and cozy ambience and a 
lovely respite from the hot 
weather, guests toasted 
free-flowing Mimosas while 
enjoying classics such as 
the famous Made-to-Order 
Omelet and Pasta Stations, 


which were heaven for the 
guests. Also we can't leave 
out the fabulous Seafood 
Chowder served with pi¬ 
quant papaya chutney. 
Guests were delighted by 
the many offerings at the 
Cold Salad Station, with 
several delicious types of 
salads and fixings, and very 
popular were the Peel & 
Eat Shrimps, Baby Mozzarel¬ 
la, Salmon Gravlax, Cheese 
Platter and Smoked Mack¬ 




erel. The Hot Buffet fea¬ 
tured Chicken breast. Beef 
Tenderloin and Fish, with 
rice and vegetables for the 
side, and also very tasty 
was the mouthwatering 
Ham and Prime Rib, sliced 
to order at the Carving Sta¬ 
tion! 

To finalize the brunch, 


guests sampled the many 
delicacies at the Dessert 
Station, which offered co¬ 
pious different kinds of pas¬ 
tries, mousses, petit fours, 
and fresh fruits; and for a 
little razzle-dazzle, the Flam- 
be Station with fruits and 
ice Cream was a big hit! 
The Sunday Brunch at the 


Sunset Grill starts at 11AM 
till 2PM. Price per adult is 
$39.50 and for children 6-12 
years is $19.75. Kids 5 years 
and under eats for free. This 
is an ideal Brunch to have a 
good time with your loved 
once and the Sunset Grill 
has the best menu to satisfy 
your taste. □ 
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For the Second Edition of Chanita ta di Fiesta 


White Modern Cuisine Pays Homage to Local Produce 


Palm Beach - As the de¬ 
mand for locally grown farm 
products among Aruban’s 
top restaurateurs is growing, 
more and more farmers-at- 
heart are attempting to take 
on the island’s lack of good 
soil and fresh water and rise 
to the challenge of agricul¬ 
ture. 

The Hyatt Regency recently 
hosted a luncheon where lo¬ 
cal produce was featured. It 
was the initiative of Gerald 


Kock, from the University of 
Aruba’s Faculty of Hospitality 
and Tourism Management 
Studies (FHTMS). Following 
the success of that first event, 
Kock asked chef Urvin Croes 
of White Modern Cuisine to 
host the second round. 

White Modern Cuisine 
staged an impressive lun¬ 
cheon on Thursday, featur¬ 
ing local products, organi¬ 
cally grown and foraged by 
“cunukeros,” Aruba’s farm- 



li Compromiso ta 




Vicente Kock, Trahado di bina local. 
Cumpliendolcu su Compromiso cu Arub 


Aruba Tourism 
Authority 


Pa produci un bon bina ta rekeri di hopi dedicacion y sacrificio. Ta tuma ananan pa 
mehora calidad di e cosecha. Cu perseverancia y compromiso ta logra produci un bon 
producto. E mesun cualidadnan aki ta esencial pa exito di nos turismo, unda cu si cumpli 
cu e rekisitonan lo mehora e calidad di e cosecha, pues e calidad di nos turismo y 
contribucion di nos turismo pa nos tur. Aruba Tourism Authority, cumpliendo cu nos 
compromiso. Kico ta bo compromiso cu Aruba? 

Like nos ariba Facebook na www.facebook.com/oficinaditurismo. 

A V Explora Aruba su App na app.aruba.com 


Duna realse na bo compromiso y duna bo 

contribucion na Animal Rights Aruba dia 9 di September 2012. 

(9am - 1pm dilanti oficina di turismo) 



ers, pioneering crops and 
producing high quality, fresh 
and delicious surprises. 

As chef Urvin explains it. 
White Modern Cuisine is a 
regular client of local forager 
Frank Kelly of Taki, the Land- 
farm in Santa Cruz as well as 
Deli Caribbean, incorporat¬ 
ing the just-harvested trea¬ 
sures into his stellar menu. 

On the occasion of Thurs¬ 
day’s luncheon, chef Urvin 
planned a three-course ex¬ 
travaganza. The Summer 
Vegetable Salad was made 
of 30 fresh ingredients, 20 of 
which were grown in Aruba 
including tomatoes, cucum¬ 
bers, and bell peppers pro¬ 
vided by The LandFarm’s 
owner Ari Lichtenstein. The 
other salad ingredients and 
flowers such as traditional 
seida, watapana, okra cress, 
flamboyant flower, frangi¬ 
pani flower, and reef ba¬ 
nanas (banana di rif), were 
foraged by Taki Aruba, and 
Frank Kelly, a childhood 
friend of the talented chef. 
The main course featured 
Mushrooms in SIX different 
styles, from risotto, to dux- 
elle, with mushroom chips 
and steak in between, pro¬ 
vided by Deli Caribbean, 
and Rick Wouters, who grow 
the world’s most beautiful 
champignons. 

The dessert, with fruit provid¬ 
ed by Frank Kelly featured a 
watermelon pico de gallo 
and basil pannecota. The 
event was orchestrated by 
Geeta Khemlani, of Trinity 
Promotions and was attend¬ 
ed by guest of honor Otmar 
Oduber, the island’s Minister 
of Tourism who explained 
the overall goal of the pron- 
motion, as showcasing the 
island’s farmers in support of 
the local economy, and the 
environment, and generally 


reducing the demand for im¬ 
ported goods. The name of 
the promotion, Chanita ta 
di Fiesta, refers to a folk song 
describing a humble Aruban 
lady who sells her local deli¬ 
cacies in the city of Oranjes- 
tad every day, symbolizing 
the commitment of orga¬ 
nizers to revive traditional 
heritage of locally produced 
dishes. Pictured here Chef 
Urvin Croes, Gerald (Gino) 


Kock, the Minister of Tourism, 
Frank Kelly, Mary-Ann Wer- 
leman and their guests. 

White Modern Cuisine at 
Palm Beach Plaza focuses on 
the experience of fine dining, 
where each dish is presented 
in a modern and unique style 
by Chef Urvin Croes, deliver¬ 
ing a perfect balance be¬ 
tween food and wine. The 
restaurant is highly rated on 
Tripadvisor.com.Q 
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The Carubbian 
Festiva 

Aruba’s Carnival 
experience 
every week of the 
year! 

Most visitors don't have the opportunity 
to experience Aruba's cultural highlight 
of ihe year—Carnival (or. as we call it 
here, Car naval], Bui now you can 
discover the oolorlut spirit ol Aruba's 
Carnival every Thursday evening at the 
Carrubian Feslival. Situated on Ihe 
island’s southern tip in the heart of San 
Nicolas whore Caribbean and Aruban 
cultures meet, the Carubbian Festival 
brings Carnival to file with live Calypso 
and Soca music, a parade of glittery 
dancers showcasing many of our past 
Carnival^ gorgeous costumes, festive 
brass bands, stilt walkers, handtcralls, 
and traditional homemade cuisine of 
the Caribbean region. 

We encourage you to spend an eve¬ 
ning with ihe locals, and enjoy a taste of 
our culture al the Carubbian Feslival. 
ft’s also a great family or group activity! 

Package Includes: 

Round-trip transportation from 
your hotel 

Entrance to Ihe festival 
□inner and beverages 
Entertainment - Car nival show, 
live music, and more 
A commemorative carnival 
mask 

Price $64 per person 

532 chiisten 12 years and under 
Whom Ma-n-Streof San Nicolas 
When Thursdays from e pm lo 1 Q pm 

Information: visl your guest services desk in 
your holel for more information and tickets. 

The Carubbian Festival is an initiative of 
the Ministry of Tourism. Trsnsporutfion and 
Labour. Operated by the Carubbian Foun¬ 
dation, 
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EVERY THURSDAY 

6:00pm - 10:00pm 


Where ■ 

Aruba’s culture 
becomes a total 
Caribbean 

experience 
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Eva Boutique: Celebrating 
50 years of beach fashion! 


Established in 1962, Eva 
Boutique, is Aruba's lead¬ 
ing bathing-suit retailer. The 
boutique chain, which is the 
exclusive outlet for world- 
class Israeli swimsuit brands 
Gottex and Gideon Ober- 
son for Aruba, offers the Ca¬ 
ribbean's largest selection 
of Gottex styles and prints. 
The boutiques feature biki¬ 
nis and bathing suits, includ¬ 
ing the most flattering mas¬ 
tectomy models, and we 


also carry cover-ups, caf¬ 
tans, hats and beach bags. 
As part of the 50 year cel¬ 
ebration, Eva is running a 
storewide special of "buy 
one, get one 50% off for 
during September and Oc¬ 
tober. The stores are locat¬ 
ed in the Renaissance Mall, 
Westin Hotel, Casa del Mar, 
Costa Linda, Radisson Hotel 
and Holiday inn. Stop in for 
these specials while they 
last.Q 




50 years 

of 

Beach Fashion 

for 

50 days 



JC’s Sports Bar & Grill: 

Your ticket to Every Game! 



The new place in town to catch all your 
important games, favorite teams and live 
sports events is JC’s Sports Bar & Grill! JC’s 
has the look and feel of a true authentic 
sports bar and grill, and has become an 
instant favorite among both locals and 
tourists. The glowing reviews on Tripadvisor 
say it all: “Best Sports Bar in Aruba”, “Great 
atmosphere", “Very friendly, lots of laughs, 
great drinks at really good prices!”, and 
the list goes on and on! 


Open 12pm - 2am weekdays, and 12pm - 
3am weekends, and located just minutes 
away from the High Rise strip (Noord 19A, 
near Caribbean Palm Village), JC’s Sports 
Bar & Grill is always serving up good times, 
great food, plenty of sports, and great 
prices! Combining live broadcast for ma¬ 
jor sporting events with a super local ambi¬ 
ance, JC’s Sports Bar & Grill is the place to 
catch all the action! For more information, 
call: 586-9373! □ 
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Serena Williams reacts after beating Victoria Azarenka, of Belarus, in the championship match at the 2012 US Open tennis 
tournament, Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012, in New York. 

Associated Press 


Serena comes back to win U.S. Open 


HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Two points from 
defeat, Serena Williams suddenly re¬ 
gained her composure to come back 
and win the last four games, beating 
No. 1-ranked Victoria Azarenka 6-2, 
2-6, 7-5 on Sunday for her fourth U.S. 
Open title and 15th Grand Slam title 
overall. 

“I honestly can't believe I won. I really 


was preparing my runner-up speech, 
because I thought, ‘Man, she's play¬ 
ing so great,” Williams said during the 
trophy presentation, adding: “I'm re¬ 
ally shocked." 

What really was stunning was that Az¬ 
arenka made things as interesting as 
they were, given that she came into 
the day 1 -9 against Williams over their 
careers. 

Add in that Williams hadn’t dropped 


a set in the tournament, losing only 19 
games through six matches before 
Sunday. All part of a tremendous run 
she is putting together in reaction to 
her loss at the French Open in late 
May, the American’s only first-round 
exit in 49 career major tournaments. 
Since then, she is 26-1, winning Wim¬ 
bledon and the London Olympics. 

Continued on Next Pago 


NFL Capsules 



Washington Redskins 
quarterback Robert Griffin III 
(10) passes in the first half of 
an NFL football game against 
the New Orleans Saints at 
Mercedes-Benz Superdome 
in New Orleans, Sunday, Sept. 
9, 2012. 

Associated Press 

Griffin shines as 
Redskins down 
Saints, 40-32 

The Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — NEW 
ORLEANS (AP) — Robert 
Griffin III began his NFL ca¬ 
reer by connecting on 19 
of 26 passes for 320 yards 
and two touchdowns, and 
the Washington Redskins 
handed the Saints a 40-32 
loss in their first game since 
the bounty scandal that 
overshadowed New Or¬ 
leans’ offseason. 

Griffin completed his first 
eight passes, including an 
88-yard touchdown pass 
to Pierre Garcon, tying for 
the second-longest scor¬ 
ing pass by a quarterback 
making his NFL debut. 

Continued on page 19 
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SAILING 
SNOMCEUNG 
LUNCH on SNACKS 
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SUMMER SPECIAL 
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U.S.OPEN 

Continued from 
previous page 


There hadn’t been a three- 
set women’s final in New 
York since 1995, and Wil¬ 
liams came through with a 
late charge to become the 
first woman to win Wimble¬ 
don and the U.S. Open in 
the same season since a 
decade ago — when she 
did it. 

“She never gives up,” said 
Azarenka, who managed 
only 13 winners, 31 fewer 
than Williams. “She’s defi¬ 
nitely the toughest player, 
mentally, there is and she’s 
got the power.” 



Serena Williams holds the championship trophy after beating 
Victoria Azarenka, of Belarus, in the championship match at the 
2012 US Open tennis tournament, Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012, in New 
York. 

Associated Press 



From Nurnberg 
Germany, 1st time 
in Aruba for 
Honeymoon. 
Staying at 
Bucuti Beach 
Resort 


Phone: 297 
297 586 


The 


While Azarenka, a 23-year- 
old from Belarus, doesn’t 
have the name recognition 
or bona tides of Williams, 
she did win the Australian 
Open in January, and was 
32-2 (a .941 winning per¬ 
centage) on hard courts 
in 2012. She also hadn’t 
dropped a three-setter all 
season until Sunday, going 
12-0 in matches that went 
the distance, including 
victories over defending 
U.S. Open champion Sam 
Stosur in the quarterfinals 
and 2006 champion Maria 
Sharapova in the semifinals. 
As Sunday’s third set com¬ 
menced, Williams’ mother, 
Oracene Price, told her 
from the stands, “Settle 
down.” 

“Well, she’s a human be¬ 
ing, you know, who has two 
feet, two legs, two hands,” 
Azarenka said. “It's under¬ 
standable.” 

When Williams double- 
faulted, slapped a bad 
backhand into the net and 
pushed a forehand long, 
Azarenka broke at love for 
a 4-3 edge, then followed 
that up by holding for 5-3. 
Azarenka was two points 
away at 30-30 with Williams 
serving in the next game, 
but couldn't convert. And 
when Azarenka served 
for the victory at 5-4, she 
showed the jitters that prob¬ 
ably are understandable 
given that this was only her 
second career Grand Slam 
final, 17 fewer than Williams. 
Azarenka made three er¬ 
rors in that game, includ¬ 
ing a forehand into the net 
that let Williams break her 
to 5-all. Williams kept what¬ 
ever excitement she might 
have felt contained, face 
straight as possible, while 
her older sister, seven-time 
major champion Venus, 
smiled and clapped in the 


stands. 

That was during a key 
stretch in which Williams 
took 10 of 12 points to go 
ahead 6-5. She then broke 
again to win, dropping onto 
her back on the court when 
Azarenka sent a backhand 
long to end it. 

“Feels like there is no room 
for a mistake,” is the way 
Azarenka described try¬ 
ing to deal with Williams’ 
game. “There is no room for 
a wrong decision." 
Azarenka slumped in her 
changeover chair, a white 
towel covering her head, 
as Williams kept saying, 
“Oh, my God! Oh, my God! 
Oh, my God!” while scur¬ 
rying over to share the joy 
with her mother and big sis¬ 
ter. “Being so close, it hurts 
deeply,” Azarenka said. 
“To know you don’t have 
it. You're close; you didn’t 
get it.” 

Williams, who turns 31 on 
Sept. 26, is the first 30-year- 
old woman to win the U.S. 
Open since Martina Navra¬ 
tilova in 1987. 

She won her very first ma¬ 
jor championship at age 
17 at the 1999 U.S. Open. 
Winning titles 13 years apart 
at the same Grand Slam 
tournament represents the 
longest span of success in 
the professional era, which 
began in 1968. Navrati¬ 
lova (Wimbledon, 1978 
and 1990) and Chris Evert 
(French Open, 1974 and 
1986) had the longest pre¬ 
vious spans of 12 years. 
Every so often, though, Wil¬ 
liams’ reign has been inter¬ 
rupted by health problems. 
She missed eight months 
after having surgery on her 
left knee in 2003, the year 
she had completed a self- 
styled “Serena Slam" by 
winning four consecutive 
major titlesO 
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GRAND VICTORIA 


SPECIALIZE IN CHINESE ANQ INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 



Located 3t the Palm Beach #184 near the traffic lights opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 


the bo si prices on all of our cuisines. Pali: BB8-4481 



Has everything that you need tor a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety or liquors 
and wine, beech items and much more. 


® UNICASA 


umcasa 

I’alm BtJch #IKJ * Trl: IH»7| 584-8548 
Open ham Monday ■ Setvt&ty 8wn - 
Salwtfnv Sam * IDpnt 


Supermarket 


NFL Capsules 

Continued from Page 17 


Rookie running back Alfred 
Morris rushed for 96 yards 
and fwo touchdowns. Al- 
drick Robinson, making his 
NFL debut, had a touch¬ 
down catch among four 
receptions for 52 yards. 
Drew Brees uncharacter¬ 
istically struggled with ac¬ 
curacy, completing only 
46 percent of his throws 
with two interceptions. But 
his 339 yards passing and 
three TDs kept the Saints in 
the game until his last des¬ 
perate pass was picked off 
by Reed Doughty near the 
Redskins’ goal line. 

Bears 41, Colts 21 
CHICAGO (AP) — Jay Cut¬ 
ler threw for 333 yards and 
two touchdowns and Mi¬ 
chael Bush added a pair of 
scoring runs to spoil quar¬ 
terback Andrew Luck’s de¬ 
but. Brandon Marshall had 
nine catches for 119 yards 
and a touchdown in his first 
game since being reunit¬ 
ed with Cutler, and Matt 
Forte ran for 80 yards and a 
score. Luck finished his first 
NFL game 23 of 45 for 309 
yards with a 4-yard touch¬ 
down pass to Donnie Avery 
early in the fourth quarter. 
He also was intercepted 
three times — twice by Tim 
Jennings — in an up-and- 
down effort as he steps in 
for the departed Peyton 
Manning. Reggie Wayne 
caught nine passes for 135 
yards. But it was a familiar 
result for a team with new 
management and a new 
coach in Chuck Pagano. 
Eagles 17, Browns 16 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Mi¬ 
chael Vick overcame four 
interceptions by throwing a 
4-yard touchdown pass to 
Clay Harbor with 1:18 left in 
the nerve-racking win. 

Vick led the Eagles on a 91- 
yard scoring drive, capping 
it with his short toss to Har¬ 
bor on his career-high 56th 
pass. Before Vick rallied his 
team, he played poorly 


and showed rustiness after 
playing just 12 snaps dur¬ 
ing preseason because of 
injuries. Browns rookie quar¬ 
terback Brandon Weeden 
threw four interceptions, 
the last to Kurt Coleman 
with 1:05 remaining. 

Vikings 26, Jaguars 23, OT 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) 
Rookie Blair Walsh kicked 
four field goals, including 
a 55-yarder as regulation 
time expired and another 
one in overtime, and Adri¬ 
an Peterson returned from 
a left knee injury to lift the 
Vikings. 

Peterson ran 17 times for 84 
yards and two touchdowns 
for the Vikings, who led for 
most of the second half un¬ 
til Blaine Gabbert’s 39-yard 
touchdown heave with 20 
seconds left in the fourth 
quarter put the Jaguars 
back in front. 

For the first time since the 
NFL’s new overtime scoring 
rule was installed last sea¬ 
son, the first team on the 
board didn't immediately 
run off the field a winner. 
After Walsh’s 38-yard kick, 
the Vikings had to play de¬ 
fense again while the Jag¬ 
uars had their chance to 
match. But Gabbert was 
hurried into a fourth-down 
overthrow, spoiling the de¬ 
but for new Jaguars coach 
Mike Mularkey. 

Lions 27, Rams 23 
DETROIT (AP) — Matthew 
Stafford threw a 5-yard 
touchdown pass to Kevin 
Smith with 10 seconds left. 
Stafford made up for a 
shaky game by leading an 
80-yard, nine-play, game¬ 
winning possession that in¬ 
cluded three passes of at 
least 18 yards. 

Sam Bradford directed a 
go-ahead drive that set 
up Greg Zuerlein’s 46-yard 
field goal and put the Rams 
ahead 23-20 with 1:55 left. 
But coach Jeff Fisher's de¬ 
but ended with a loss be¬ 
cause the Rams could not 
shut down Stafford in the 
end. 


Stafford had three inter¬ 
ceptions before halftime for 
the first time in his four sea¬ 
sons. Cortland Finnegan 
had a 31-yard interception 
return for a TD that gave 
the Rams a 13-7 lead late 
in the first half. 

Jets 48, Bills 28 
EAST RUTHERFORD, New 
Jersey (AP) — Mark San¬ 
chez threw three touch¬ 
down passes, including two 
to rookie Stephen Hill, and 
the Jets eased concerns 
about their offense. □ 



Line judge Shannon Eastin runs on the field during the first 
quarter of on NFL football gome between the Detroit Lions 
and the St. Louis Roms in Detroit, Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012. Eastin 
became the first woman to be an official in an NFL regular- 
season gome, working as the line judge. 

Associated Press 
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AL Capsules 

Yankees rout Orioles 13-3, reclaim AL East lead 



New York Yankees’ Curtis Granderson hits a home run against 
the Baltimore Orioles during the sixth inning of a baseball game 
on Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012, in Baltimore. The Yankees won 13-3. 

Associated Press 


BALTIMORE (AP) — Slump¬ 
ing Curtis Granderson 
came off the bench to hit 
his 35th homer and drive 
in five runs, and the New 
York Yankees beat the Bal¬ 
timore Orioles 13-3 Sunday 
to regain sole possession 
of first place in the AL East 
and earn an important split 
of the season series. 

Derek Jeter also homered 
for the Yankees, who lead 
the Orioles by one game 
with 22 left. 

Each team won twice in 
a four-game set that drew 
173,572 fans, including 
40,346 in the finale. 

New York finished 9-9 
against Baltimore this sea¬ 
son. Now, if the teams are 
tied at the end of the regu¬ 
lar season, 

record within the division 
will serve as the tiebreaker. 
Pitching in relief of ineffec¬ 
tive starter Freddy Garcia, 
Joba Chamberlain (1-0) 
entered in the fourth and 
worked 1 2-3 hitless innings 


to earn his first win since 
May 2, 2011. 

Wilson Betemit had two RBIs 
for the Orioles, who were 
seeking to win the season 
series from New York for the 
first time since 1997. 

Orioles starter Zach Brit¬ 
ton (5-2) allowed five runs, 
five hits and five walks in 3 
1-3 innings. The left-hander 
was 4-0 with a 0.94 ERA in 
his previous four starts. 

RAYS 6, RANGERS 0 
ST. PETERSBURG, Florida 
(AP) — B.J. Upton hit three 
home runs and James 
Shields threw a two-hitter 
to lead Tampa Bay past 
Texas. 

Upton hit solo homers in the 
first, 

fourth and sixth innings. Fie 
struck out in the second, 
and received a standing 
ovation before hitting a 
broken-bat grounder to 
third in the eighth. 

Shields (14-8) permitted 
just three baserunners. Elvis 
Andrus reached on a first- 


inning error, Nelson Cruz 
had an infield single in the 
second and David Murphy 
singled in the eighth. 


Roy Oswalt (4-3) allowed 
four runs and six hits in two 
innings for Texas, filling in 
for 15-game winner Matt 


Plarrison, who had his start 
pushed back to Tuesday 
to allow for extra rest. 

ROYALS 2, WHITE SOX 1, 10 
INNINGS 

CHICAGO (AP) — Mike 
Moustakas stroked a go- 
ahead single in the 10th in¬ 
ning to lift Kansas City over 
Chicago. 

The Royals plated both 
their runs with two outs 
in the 10th off Brett Myers 
(2-3), the seventh of eight 
White Sox pitchers in the 
game. 

The rally started after Al- 
cides Escobar was thrown 
out, leaving the bases 
empty and two outs. My¬ 
ers walked Billy Butler, who 
was replaced by pinch 
runner Jarrod Dyson. Sal¬ 
vador Perez, Moustakas 
and Jeff Francoeur then 
hit consecutive singles, the 
last two driving in runs. 
Kelvin Plerrera (3-2) got 
the win after preserving a 
scoreless tie in the ninth. 
ANGELS 3, TIGERS 2.Q 


NL Capsules 

Zito delivers as Giants 
extend lead over Dodgers 



San Francisco Giants’ Barry Zito works against the Los Angeles 
Dodgers in the first inning of a baseball game, Sunday, Sept. 9, 
2012, in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Barry Zito came through in 
one of the most important 
outings in his San Francis¬ 
co tenure, pitching the NL 
West-leading Giants past 
the Los Angeles Dodgers 
4-0 on Sunday night to ex¬ 
tend their division lead to 
5/2 games. 

Plunter Pence hit a two-run 
double in the first inning 
that held up and Buster 
Posey homered in San Fran¬ 
cisco's fifth win in the last six 
meetings of the rivalry. 
Marco Scutaro added a 
sacrifice fly to back an im¬ 
pressive performance by 
Zito (11-8), who allowed 
four hits in 6 1 -3 scoreless in¬ 
nings to win his third straight 
decision. He combined 
with five relievers on the 
five-hit shutout 
Joe Blanton (1-4) took the 
loss for Los Angeles (74-67), 
which dropped IV 2 games 
back of St. Louis for the sec¬ 


ond NL wild card. 

Angel Pagan matched his 
career high with an 11 th tri¬ 
ple, leaving him one shy of 
the San Francisco record. 
Hall of Famer Willie Mays hit 
12 in 1960 and Steve Finley 
did so in 2006. 

MARLINS 8, NATIONALS 0 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ricky 
Nolasco tossed a four-hit¬ 
ter to shut out Washington 
for the second time in two 
weeks and Giancarlo Stan¬ 
ton homered for the third 
straight day to lead Miami. 
Nolasco also doubled in 
two runs and Greg Dobbs 
added three singles for Mi¬ 
ami. 

The Marlins won two of 
three games in the week¬ 
end series against the NL 
East-leading Nationals (86- 
54), whose division lead 
slipped to 5/2 games over 
Atlanta. 

Nolasco (12-12), who 
won his third straight and 


notched his fourth career 
shutout, struck out six and 
walked one, stifling a team 
that had scored 43 runs in 
its five previous games. 
Washington’s Edwin Jack- 
son (9-10) gave up six 
earned runs on nine hits in 
4 2-3 innings. 

ASTROS 5, REDS 1 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Matt 
Dominguez hit a three-run 
homer and Tyler Greene 
added a solo shot to help 
Houston slow Cincinnati's 
run to the NL Central title. 
Edgar Gonzalez allowed 
two hits and one run in five 
innings against the Reds, 
who came in with a magic 
number of 14 for eliminat¬ 
ing second-place St. Louis. 
Gonzalez (2-0) walked one 
and struck out six as the 
Astros won a road series 
for the first time since early 
June. 

Houston relievers Wesley 
Wright, Mickey Storey and 


Wilton Lopez combined for 
eight strikeouts over four 
shutout innings. 

Johnny Cueto (17-8) al¬ 
lowed four runs on nine hits 
with six strikeouts in four in¬ 
nings. 

BRAVES 3, METS 2, 10 IN¬ 
NINGS 


NEW YORK (AP) — Brian 
McCann homered and 
drove in the go-ahead run 
in the 10th inning to lift At¬ 
lanta over New York for its 
fifth straight win. 

Martin Prado led off the 
10th with a single against 
Bobby Parnell (4-4). Q 
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Mcllroy beats the best to 
win BMW Championship 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

CARMEL, Indiana (AP) — 

Rory Mcllroy beat the stron¬ 
gest leaderboard in golf this 
year Sunday in the BMW 
Championship and joined 
some elite company. 
Mcllroy made back-to- 
back birdies around the 
turn to emerge from a four¬ 
way tie and seize control at 
Crooked Stick. He closed 
with a 5-under 67, making 
his only bogey on the final 
hole when it no longer mat¬ 
tered, for a two-shot victory 
over Phil Mickelson and Lee 
Westwood. 

Everyone knew Boy Won¬ 
der was a special player 
when he won the U.S. 
Open last summer with 
a record score. The last 
month has established him 
as the dominant player in 
golf, with three wins in four 
tournaments loaded with 
the best players — the PGA 
Championship and two Fe¬ 
dEx Cup playoff events. 
Mcllroy became the first 
player since Tiger Woods 
in 2009 to win in consecu¬ 
tive weeks on the PGA Tour, 
and with his sixth career 
win, he joined Woods and 
Jack Nicklaus as the only 
players to win at least six 
times at age 23. 

“I didn't think everything 
would happen so quickly, 
but I’m on a good run at 
the minute and I want to 
keep it going as long as I 
can,” Mcllroy said. 
Mickelson and Westwood 
tried to chase him down on 
the back nine at Crooked 
Stick, only to mistakes when 
they couldn't afford any. 
Westwood, who lost to Mc¬ 
llroy in the semifinals of the 


Match Play Championship 
in February, caught him 
with a birdie on the par-3 
13th. But the weak area of 
his game showed up at the 
wrong time — a poor chip 
on the 14th for bogey, an¬ 
other pedestrian chip on 
the par-5 15th that led to 
par. He wound up with a 
69. 

“I played with him when 
he was 13, and you could 
see it then," Westwood 
said. “He's just maturing 
all the time, as he will do. 
And he’s a very, very good 
player. Mickelson, tied for 
the lead going into the fi¬ 
nal round, was one shot 
behind when his approach 
flew the green on No. 12 
and he had to scramble for 
bogey. Mickelson made 
back-to-back birdies late 
in the round to get within 
two shots of the lead, but 
he badly missed a 3-foot 
par putt on the 17th to 
fall three shots behind. He 
closed with a 70. 

“A lot of people stayed 
neutral and Rory geared 
ahead," Mickelson said. 
Woods was never seriously 
in the mix. Five shots be¬ 
hind with seven holes to 
play, he made three late 
birdies and shot 68 to tie for 
fourth with Robert Garrigus 
(69). Mcllroy’s work is not 
done. 

He is the No. 1 seed going 
into the FedEx Cup finale in 
two weeks at East Lake, but 
any of the top five seeds 
can win the Tour Champi¬ 
onship and capture the Fe¬ 
dEx Cup with its $10 million 
bonus. The other four seeds 
are Woods, Nick Watney, 
Mickelson and Brandt Sne- 
deker. 


“Rory is putting on a show 
out there," Woods said. 
“And we’ve got one more 
tournament.” 

Any of the top 30 play¬ 
ers who advanced to the 
Tour Championship have a 
mathematical shot at win¬ 
ning the $10 million prize. 
One guy who won’t have 
that opportunity is Vijay 
Singh, who started the final 
round tied for the lead with 
Mickelson. The 49-year-old 
Fijian fell apart on the back 
nine with three bogeys in a 
four-hole stretch to fall out 
of the top 30. A birdie on 
the final hole gave Singh a 
73, but by then it was too 
late. Mcllroy finished on 
20 -under 268 and earned 
$1.44 million, pushing him 
to over $7.8 million for the 
season to effectively lock 
up the money title and all 
but assure being voted by 
his peers as the PGA Tour 
player of the year. 

He has four wins on tour 
this year — one more than 
Woods — and that includes 
a record eight-shot win at 
the PGA Championship. 
This doesn’t rate as highly as 
winning a major at Kiawah 
Island, though the All-Star 
cast that he beat made 
it satisfying — Mickelson, 
Singh, Westwood, Woods, 
Dustin Johnson and Adam 
Scott all were within range 
of the lead going into the 
final day. Mcllroy not only 
beat them all, he man¬ 
aged to take the drama 
out of the final hour with a 
beautiful shot into the par-5 
15th that set up a two-putt 
birdie, followed by a birdie 
putt from just inside 15 feet 
on the next hole to build a 
three-shot lead. □ 



Rory Mcllroy, of Northern Ireland, holds the Western Golf Asso¬ 
ciation’s J.K. Wadley trophy, left, and the BMW trophy after win¬ 
ning the BMW Championship PGA golf tournament at Crooked 
Stick Golf Club in Carmel, Ind., Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012. 
Associated Press 
Mcllroy beats the best to 

win BMW Championship 
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WNBA Roundup 

Pondexter, Pierson rally 
Liberty past Sparks 


Contador wins 2nd Vuelta 
title for 5th major win 



Saxo Bank Team cyclist Alberto Contador gestures as he crosses 
the finish line of Spanish vuelta cycling race after riding the final 
stage along 71 miles from Cerdedilla to Madrid, on Sunday, Sept. 


NEWARK, New Jersey 
(AP) — Cappie Pondex¬ 
ter had 21 points and 12 
rebounds, and Plenette 
Pierson scored 17 points as 
the New York Liberty rallied 
to beat the Los Angeles 
Sparks 73-71 Sunday. 
Essence Carson scored 14 
points, including 11 during 
a 21-3 run in the third quar¬ 
ter that gave the Liberty 
(12-17) the lead after trail¬ 
ing by 14 points. Kristi Toliver 
scored 17 points, Candace 
Parker had 14 points and 
15 rebounds, and rookie 
Nneka Ogwumike added 

13 points for the Sparks 
(20-10). Carson's 3-point- 
er tied the score at 70-all 
with 48 seconds remain¬ 
ing, and Pondexter made 
two free throws about 26 
seconds later to put the 
Liberty ahead. Ebony Hoff¬ 
man made a free throw 
with 15 seconds left and 
Toliver missed a go-ahead 
3 about 10 seconds later. 
Pondexter sealed the win 
with a free throw with 2.2 
seconds remaining. 

SUN 82, SKY 77 
At Uncasville, Connecti¬ 
cut, Tina Charles scored 
24 points to rally first-place 
Connecticut past Chicago. 
Renee Montgomery had 12 
points. Tan White added 11 
and Kelsey Griffin 10 for the 
Sun (21-8), who trailed by 

14 late in the second quar¬ 
ter. Charles shot 11 for 15 
from the field to help Con- 



Chicago Sky's Swin Cash 
looks to pass while pressured 
by Connecticut Sun's Danielle 
McCray in the second half of 
a WNBA basketball game in 
Uncasville, Conn., Sunday, 
Sept. 9, 2012. 

Associated Press 

necticut win for the sixth 
time in its last nine games. 
Swin Cash had 21 points 
and 15 rebounds to lead 
the Sky (11-17), Court¬ 
ney Vandersloot scored 
15 points and Epiphanny 
Prince added 14. Chicago 
played without Olympic 
center Sylvia Fowles (calf 
strain). 

FEVER 89, MERCURY 83 
At Indianapolis, Katie 
Douglas scored a season- 
high 30 points to help the 
Indiana beat Phoenix. 
Douglas shot 12 for 18 from 
the field and became just 
the 10th player in WNBA his¬ 
tory to reach 5,000 career 
pointsO 


PAUL LOGOTHETIS 
AP Sports Writer 
MADRID (AP) — Alberto 
Contador won his second 
Spanish Vuelta title on Sun¬ 
day, capturing a fifth tri¬ 
umph at cycling's major 
races just over a month af¬ 
ter his doping ban ended. 
The Spanish cyclist navi¬ 
gated the straightforward 
and largely processional 
final leg into and around 
Madrid with ease to edge 
out Spanish compatriots 
Alejandro Valverde and 
Joaquin Rodriguez in the 
21 -stage race. 

Valverde, the 2009 winner, 
finished 1 minute, 16 sec¬ 
onds behind. Rodriguez 
was 1:38 back after hav¬ 
ing led the 67th edition of 
the Spanish classic for 13 
stages. 

Contador crossed the finish 
line 54th behind stage win¬ 
ner John Degenkolb and 
celebrated by flashing sev¬ 
en fingers to also represent 
his 2010 Tour de France and 
2011 Giro d’ltalia victories, 
titles that he was ultimately 
stripped of because of a 
positive drug test. 

“Because of what hap¬ 
pened coming in, this vic¬ 
tory is very special for me 
and I have to thank every¬ 
one who helped me be¬ 
cause I came in without 
having competed for a 
long time and things were 
complicated,” said the 
29-year-old Contador, who 


9, 2012. 

Associated Press 

also scored Tour victories in 
2007 and 2009, and a Giro 
triumph in 2008. 

“Reflecting on it, there are 
a lot of emotions that are 
very strong and that can't 
be explained with words. 
It’s a big weight off of me.” 
Contador tested positive 
for clenbuterol en route 
to winning the 2010 Tour, 
blaming contaminated 
meat for the result. He kept 
racing while his appeal was 
ongoing but lost his case 
in February and his results 
since August 2010 were 
erased, including the 2010 
Tour and 2011 Giro titles. 
Having missed out on this 
year's Tour as he served his 
ban, Contador marked his 
return to major competition 
with a fearless display that 
showcased all the charac¬ 


teristics that led to him be¬ 
ing called the best rider of 
his generation. 

“It was a tough Vuelta 
right from the start, but 
when things are harder to 
achieve you appreciate 
them even more,” Conta¬ 
dor said after celebrating 
with his team on the po¬ 
dium. “It leaves a tremen¬ 
dous taste.” 

Rodriguez, runner-up at the 
Giro d’ltalia, looked set to 
win his first major race after 
taking the overall lead in 
the fourth stage and then 
holding off Contador's re¬ 
peated attacks on other 
days. The Katusha cyclist 
even emerged from the 
individual time trial in the 
11 th stage with a 1-second 
lead over Contador, an 
advantage he extended 
to 28 seconds before the 
17th stage. 

Contador turned the tables 
by taking control in that 
leg, breaking away auda¬ 
ciously more than 50 kilo¬ 
meters (31 miles) from the 
mountain finish at Fuente 
De to build a commanding 
lead that served him until 
the finale near his home¬ 
town of Pinto. □ 
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Google fights to unseat Amazon as top online mall 


Claire Cain Mill¬ 
er and Stephanie Clifford 
© 2012 New York Times 
News Service 

Whether you are looking to 
buy a power tool or neon 
jeans online, chances are 
you start your search on 
Google or Amazon.com. 
But which one? Behind the 
scenes, the two compa¬ 
nies are waging a war to 
become the pre-eminent 
online mall. And e-com- 
merce sites large and small 
are caught in the crossfire. 
As for consumers, the ques¬ 
tion is whether they will see 
a full range of products 
available online. Google 
is a search engine, not a 
store, but it is increasingly 
inching into e-commerce 
with products like its com¬ 
parison-shopping service, 
Google Shopping. At the 
same time, more people 
are using Amazon, a re¬ 
tailer, as a search engine 
to look for what they want 
to buy. Trying to stave off 
the competition from Ama¬ 
zon, Google has recently 
changed Google Shop¬ 
ping to require e-com¬ 
merce companies to pay 
to be included in shopping 
results, so product listings 
are now ads. Inclusion used 
to be free. If a company 
does not pay to be listed, 
consumers will not see 
what they have to offer. 
Google says the change 
will improve its shopping 
results because retailers 
are more likely to list accu¬ 
rate and up-to-date items 
if they are paying. It says 
the service had become 
polluted with product list¬ 
ings that were out of date 
or misled consumers about 
things like shipping prices. 
By requiring retailers to 
pay for listings, “incentives 
are aligned to make sure 
the data we’re receiving 


is of a higher quality," said 
Sameer Samat, vice presi¬ 
dent for product manage¬ 
ment for Google Shopping, 
which used to be called 
Google Product Search 
and, before that, Froogle. 
“With better data, we can 
build a better experience 
for users.” 

Although some retailers 
agree, and say the move 
could even help their sales, 
others are panicking. Some 
say they will not pay for list¬ 
ings or will include fewer 
products, which could 
shrink the selection shop¬ 
pers see on Google. 

The move is a way for 
Google to make more 
money from retailers, some 
of its most lucrative adver¬ 
tisers, but it also needs to 
improve product listings to 
keep valuable customers 
from going to Amazon. 
“Google and Amazon 
both have the same end 
goal, to be the destina¬ 
tion that people go to do 
their product searches, 
and Amazon’s winning that 
battle,” said Michael Grif¬ 
fin, founder and chief tech¬ 
nology officer of Adlucent, 
which does search market¬ 
ing for online retailers and 
formerly managed Ama¬ 
zon’s paid search.Mean¬ 
while, Amazon has already 
removed its listings from 
Google Shopping. Looking 
for a Kindle? Google Shop¬ 
ping shows Kindles from 
Best Buy, eBay and sites 
called Fumfie and Glyde - 
but not Amazon. Amazon, 
though, has not ruled out 
paying Google for inclusion 
of its products, according 
to a person briefed on its 
strategy who would speak 
only anonymously. In 2009, 
nearly a quarter of shop¬ 
pers started research for 
an online purchase on a 
search engine like Google 
and 18 percent started on 
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A Shoe Biz store, which the owner said he can’t keep visible on 
e-commerce without adding a budget anymore, in San Francis¬ 
co, Sept. 7, 2012. Behind the scenes, Google and Amazon.com 
are waging a war to become the go-to online mall. 

(Peter DaSilva/The New York Times 


shopping sites also have 
paid listings, including Ya¬ 
hoo Shopping, Nextag and 
PriceGrabber. Microsoft’s 
Bing Shopping is free for re¬ 
tailers except for some paid 
listings through a partner¬ 
ship with Shopping.com. 

But most retailers say 
Google is the most impor¬ 
tant source of online shop¬ 
pers, and some say they 
cannot afford to pay to list 
all their products. 

“If you're a retailer and you 
don't have the budgets of 
an Amazon, eBay, Best Buy 
or Wal-Mart, it's going to 
be really challenging,” said 
Gerry Bavaro, senior vice 
president for performance 
media at Digitas, whose 
clients include Procter & 
Gamble.Q 


Amazon, according to a 
Forrester Research study. 
By last year, almost a third 
started on Amazon and 
just 13 percent on a search 
engine. Product searches 
on Amazon have grown 73 
percent over the last year 
while searches on Google 
Shopping have been flat, 
according to comScore. 
The shift to paid listings on 
Google Shopping began 
this summer and will be 
complete this fall. It is part 
of Google's expanding 
e-commerce playbook, 
which also includes Wal¬ 
let for payments. Offers for 
daily deals and the Google 
Shopper mobile app for 
finding items nearby. 

A search on the main 
Google site still shows 
search results from across 
the Web, which are never 
paid for, but it also brings 
up a box with product im¬ 
ages, prices and descrip¬ 
tions that are paid for. If 
someone searches for a 
product on Google.com/ 
shopping, all listings will be 
paid ones. 

Most other comparison¬ 
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Treasury to cut AIG stake below half in $18B sale 



In this Friday, Aug. 3, 2012 file photo. Specialist Donald Himpele, foreground second left, resumes 
trading in AIG stock on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — The U S. 

government is selling more 
of its shares in insurer Ameri¬ 
can International Group 
Inc., in a move that should 
decrease its holdings be¬ 


low a majority stake for the 
first time since the $182 bil¬ 
lion bailout in 2008. 

The sale is the latest step to 
recoup taxpayer money 
spent on the largest bailout 


of the financial crisis. 

AIG said Sunday that the 
Treasury Department is sell¬ 
ing $18 billion worth of its 
common shares to institu¬ 
tional investors. 


If there is more demand, 
the government will grant 
the underwriters a 30-day 
option to buy up to $2.7 
billion more of its stake in 
the company. 

AIG said it will buy back $5 
billion worth. 

The price is not yet deter¬ 
mined. 

The move should reduce 
the government's stake 
in AIG to less than 20 per¬ 
cent of the insurer’s total 
outstanding stock. Right 
now, Treasury holds about 
53 percent of the com¬ 
pany, or more than 871 
billion shares of common 
stock, worth about $30 bil¬ 
lion. 

The government has re¬ 
duced its stake from 92 
percent of the company, 
after selling shares four 
times in the last couple of 
years for a total of $23.3 
billion. The most recent 
sale of about $5 billion 
was in early August. 

AIG, which is based in New 
York, nearly collapsed in 
2008. It received $182 bil¬ 
lion from the U.S. govern¬ 
ment — the biggest of the 


Wall Street bailout pack¬ 
ages — after suffering mas¬ 
sive losses from investments 
in derivatives. 

The company has sold off 
several different units in or¬ 
der to raise money to pay 
off its debt to the govern¬ 
ment. 

The insurer has been profit¬ 
able the last two years and 
is expected to post a net 
profit of $7.4 billion in the 
year through this Decem¬ 
ber. CEO Robert Benmos- 
che said last month the 
company was close to its 
goal of repaying the gov¬ 
ernment everything it pro¬ 
vided to AIG during the fi¬ 
nancial crisis “plus a profit.” 
The bailout sparked public 
outrage and demands in 
Congress for an investiga¬ 
tion, especially after it was 
revealed that millions in bo¬ 
nuses would go to employ¬ 
ees in the AIG division most 
responsible for the com¬ 
pany’s need for a bailout. 
The bonuses were found to 
be contractual obligations 
agreed upon years earlier, 
before AIG received the 
bailout. □ 
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Once you visit downtown don ’t forget 
to stop by Mojito’s Cantina & Grill. 

Come and enjoy the nice panoramic view of the cruise ships 

We serve Authentic Cuban and 

Our Kitchen is open from Latin American Cuisine 

10AM-10PM Live Bands on Wednesdays - Fridays and Saturdays 

We are CLOSED on SUNDAYS _ and Daily HAPPY HOUR: 2 X 1 starting from 5:00PM - 7:00PM 




APEC vows to fend off euro woes, boost finances 



U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton delivers remarks 
during a press conference at the U.S. Consulate in Vladivostok, 
Russia Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012. 

Associated Press 


ELAINE KURTENBACH 
AP Business Writer 
VLADIVOSTOK, Russia 
(AP) — Pacific Rim lead¬ 
ers pledged Sunday to 
fend off the deepen¬ 
ing damage from the 
European crisis and re¬ 
vive flagging growth in 
the region by support¬ 
ing open trade, reform¬ 
ing their economies and 
strengthening public fi¬ 
nances. 

The 21-member Asia-Pa¬ 
cific Economic Cooper¬ 
ation forum wrapped up 
an annual summit in this 
far eastern Russian sea¬ 
port Sunday, vowing to 
work together to support 
growth and restore con¬ 
fidence in shaken finan¬ 
cial markets. The region 
accounts for about half 
of all world economic 
activity and 40 percent 
of world trade. 

“Our work was construc¬ 
tive. We have specific 
results and I am satisfied 
with the outcome of the 
work,” Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said of the 
event, which showcased 
Moscow’s ambitions to 
expand trade and busi- 
nessalong its long-ne¬ 
glected Pacific coast. 
The leaders issued a 
statement welcoming 
European leaders’ prom¬ 
ises to help stabilize the 
crisis-stricken euro region 
and warning against 
“excess volatility” and 
distortions in financial 
markets. The APEC lead¬ 
ers said they would 
work to reduce deficits 
and imbalances in their 
countries’ own finances. 
“The events in Europe 
are adversely affecting 
growth in the region. 
In such circumstances, 
we are resolved to work 
collectively to support 
growth and foster finan¬ 


cial stability, and restore 
confidence,” the state¬ 
ment said. 

“We remain committed 
to reducing imbalances 
by strengthening deficit 
economies’ public fi¬ 
nances with sound and 
sustainable policies that 
take into account evolv¬ 
ing economic condi¬ 
tions,” it said. 

Despite signs that robust 
growth in the dynam¬ 
ic Asia-Pacific is being 
dragged down by re¬ 
duced demand for the 
region's exports, Putin 
described the attitude 
among his fellow leaders 
as one of “constrained 
optimism.” 

The APEC region is gen¬ 
erally not as heavily en¬ 
cumbered as Europe by 
soaring social welfare 
costs, Putin said. 

“There is nothing like the 
burden that exists in Eu¬ 
rope,” Putin said, though 
he acknowledged that 
the region faces many 
problems. 

Given APEC’s role as a 
consensus led forum, 
the annual summit did 
not advance any ma¬ 
jor new policy initiatives. 
The leaders’ statement 
mostly endorsed ear¬ 
lier calls for freer trade, 
combatting corruption 
and allowing exchange 
rates to fluctuate more 
freely. 

The leaders also called 
for closer cooperation 
on food security and 
avoiding potentially de¬ 
stabilizing surges in food 
prices. 

Food security “is one of 
the most acute prob¬ 
lems of our time,” Putin 
said in convening Sun¬ 
day’s meeting. 
Revitalizing growth 
through more open 
trade is an urgent prior¬ 


ity for the APEC forum, 
whose aim is to dismantle 
barriers and bottlenecks 
that interfere with busi¬ 
ness, while nurturing clos¬ 
er economic ties. 

The leaders also en¬ 
dorsed a plan to cut 
tariffs on environmental- 
related goods — such as 
waste-water treatment 
technologies — to 5 per¬ 
cent or less by 2015. 

“By reducing tariffs on 
environmental goods, 
we will help our business¬ 
es and citizens to access 
important environmen¬ 
tal technologies,” the 
joint statement said. 
Among other initia¬ 
tives the APEC leaders 
agreed on the need to 
crack down on poach¬ 
ing and trafficking in 
endangered species, to 
improve the reliability of 
supply chains that can 
often be disrupted by di¬ 
sasters and other disrup¬ 
tions, to enhance emer¬ 
gency preparedness 
and nurture innovation. 
Russia’s hosting of the 
APEC summit highlights 
a renewed focus on de¬ 
veloping its resource-rich 
Far East, where it plans 
to develop modern rail¬ 
roads, seaports and 
airports to help build a 
bridge between Asia 
and Europe. 

During the week of 
APEC-related meet¬ 
ings, Russian companies 
signed several deals to 
support development in 
the region, including a 
memorandum on a liq¬ 
uefied natural gas plant 
to increase exports to 
the Asia-Pacific region 
and a timber processing 
plant. 

“We are interested to 
see more foreign inves¬ 
tors coming to Russia,” 
Igor Shuvalov, Russian 


first deputy prime minis¬ 
ter responsible for eco¬ 
nomic issues, told The 
Associated Press. “The 
main task of our forum is 
to facilitate freer trade. 


This task is being fulfilled.” 
Next year’s APEC summit 
is due to be held on the 
Indonesian island of Bali, 
and the meeting in 2014 
in China. □ 
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Mutts 


CHARLES SCHULZ SAID, 

"A cartoonist IS 

SOMEONE WHO HAS To 
DRAW THE SAME THINS 
PAy AFTER PAy WITH¬ 
OUT repeating him¬ 
self/' ' 
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YOU'RE PR03ABLV WONDERING WHY 
I'M A LITTLE ANNOYED WITH YOU 


03YI0USLY I'M ANNOYED/ AND NOW 
I'M MORE ANNOYED THAT YOU 
COULDN'T TELL I'M 
ANNOYED WITH YOU/ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 “Puff, the _ 
Dragon” 

6 Q-tip, for one 

10 Provo’s state 

14 Amphitheater 

15 Misplace 

16 “The _ Star 
State”; Texas 

17 James and 
Howard 

18 Wipe out 

20 Hearing organ 

21 Now and 
occasionally 

23 Relinquished 

24 Woman’s 
undergarment 

25 Wharf 

27 Baryshnikov’s 
dance 

30 Inner part of 
the hand 

31 Wrath 

34 Opera solo 

35 Hooded jacket 

36 Spanish hero 

37 Despite 

41 _ Wednesday 

42 Ditches around 
castles 

43 “Or words 
of a threat 

44 Actor Marvin 

45 Sit for an artist 

46 Horsed around 

48 Internal spy 

49 Use a Kindle 

50 Happen 

53 Italian auto 

54 Not scheduled 
to work today 

57 Hearty entree 

60 Bird of prey 

62 Arrived 

63 Cain’s brother 

64 Binge 

65 “Heidi” setting 

66 Competent 

67 “Don’t _ on 
Me”; words on 
an old U.S. flag 

DOWN 

1 Created 

2 Region 

3 Equipment 

4 Hostel 



Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved 


5 Palace 

6 Slumber 

7 _ out; tired 

8 Busy _ bee 

9 Berth or bunk 

10 Worrier’s 
stomach woe 

11 Hopping 
amphibian 

12 Feed the kitty 

13 Pay attention 

19 Delivery person 

before the age 
of refrigerators 

22 Success 

24 Cabbage salad 

25 Portions 

26 Actress Chase 

27 Trite 

28 Ascended 

29 Agile; limber 

30 White stickum 

31 In a very 
unfriendly way 

32 Washer cycle 

33 _ out; barely 
defeated 

35 _ out; get rid 
of gradually 
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38 Bring in from 
another nation 

39 Chisel or saw 

40 No longer alive 

46 Split _ soup 

47 Most recent 

48 Ponders 

49 Soldier’s gun 

50 Killer whale 


51 Fuel, for many 

52 Sleep outdoors 

53 Touch 

54 Meanie 

55 Biting insect 

56 Nourish 

58 Sheep’s cry 

59 Diminish 
61 Spring mo. 
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Does racial bias fuel Obama foes? 

How to tell? 



In this Sept. 7, 2012 file photo, people await the arrival of Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, first lady Michelle Obama, and Vice Presi¬ 
dent Joe Biden and his wife, Jill Biden, at a grassroots campaign 
event at the University of Iowa. 

Associated Press 


JESSE WASHINGTON 
AP National Writer 

Is it because he’s black? 
The question of whether 
race fuels opposition to 
President Barack Obama 
has become one of the 
most divisive topics of the 
election campaign. It is 
sowing anger and frustra¬ 
tion among conservatives 
who are labeled racist sim¬ 
ply for opposing Obama’s 
policies and liberals who 
see no other explanation 
for such deep dislike of the 
president. It is an accusa¬ 
tion almost impossible to 
prove, yet it remains insep¬ 
arable from the African- 
American experience. The 
idea, which seemed to 
die in 2008 when Obama 
became the first black 
U.S. president, is now rear¬ 
ing its head from college 
campuses to cable TV as 
the Democratic incumbent 
faces Mitt Romney, the 
white Republican challeng¬ 
er. Four years after an elec¬ 
tion that inspired hopes of a 
post-racial future, there are 
signs that political passions 
are dragging the country 
backward. 

“We're at a tipping point,” 
said Susan Glisson, director 
of the Institute for Racial 
Reconciliation at the Uni¬ 
versity of Mississippi. “But 
I don’t know which way 
we’re going to tip.” 

Glisson knows that many 
conservatives disagree 
with Obama solely be¬ 
cause of his policies. “But I 
am also quite certain that 
there are others who ob¬ 
ject to the president be¬ 
cause of his race, because 
they have a fear of blacks 
that is embedded in our 
culture,” she said. 

Her conclusion is based on 
something called “implicit 
bias”— prejudices that 
people don’t realize they 
have. 

Studies show that due to 
longstanding negative ste¬ 
reotypes about African- 
Americans — which give 
such false impressions as 
most black people are 
dangerous, unintelligent 
or prefer welfare to work 
— many people harbor 
anti-black biases yet don’t 
even know it. Such uncon¬ 


scious biases, the studies 
show, are present in peo¬ 
ple of all backgrounds, not 
just whites. 

“Our history has created 
this unconscious bias," said 
Gail Christopher, vice presi¬ 
dent of program strategy 
for the W.K. Kellogg Foun¬ 
dation, which has funded 
research on the subject. 
“Now we need to create 
safe places to discuss and 
educate people about un¬ 
conscious bias, where we 
are not blaming and sham¬ 
ing them." 

Those safe places generally 
do not include the political 
arena. 

“Every time they say, ‘We 
want our country back,’ I 
know what that means,” 
Susan Bankston, a white 
Democratic National Con¬ 
vention delegate from 
Richmond, Texas, said at 
the gathering last week. 
“You recognize it when ev¬ 
ery time the Republicans 
with their own convention 
refer to him by his first name, 
Barack Obama. He’s Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama,” said 
Patt Sanders, a delegate 
from Englewood, Califor¬ 
nia, who is black. 

Such logic inspired James 
Taranto, a conservative 
Wall Street Journal colum¬ 
nist, to write: “Every com¬ 
ment from a Republican 
can be translated, through 
a process of free asso¬ 
ciation, to: ‘We don’t like 
black people.’” 

At their convention. Re¬ 
publicans made sure to 
show that their party does 
like black people, show¬ 
casing speeches by black 
and Latino conservatives. 
Two attendees who threw 
peanuts at a black TV 
camerawoman while com¬ 
menting “this is what we 
feed animals” were swiftly 


ejected and denounced 
by Republican organizers. 
On television, MSNBC host 
Chris Matthews unleashed 
an emotional rant at Re¬ 
publican National Com¬ 
mittee Chairman Reince 
Priebus, accusing Romney 
of appealing to anti-black 
bias with welfare ads and 
a joke about claims that 
Obama is not an American 
citizen. 

The actor Alec Baldwin sim¬ 
ply tweeted: “If Obama 
was white, he’d be up by 
17 points.” 

Said former President Bill 
Clinton in his speech to the 
Democratic convention: 
“Though I often disagree 
with Republicans, I actu¬ 
ally never learned to hate 
them the way the far right 
that now controls their 
party seems to hate our 
president and a lot of other 
Democrats.” 

All of this is maddening to 
people like Dan Joseph, a 
33-year-old white conser¬ 
vative from northern Vir¬ 
ginia. 

Joseph is too young to re¬ 
member past Republican 
appeals to racial bias, such 
as Richard Nixon’s “South¬ 
ern strategy,” Ronald Rea¬ 


gan’s “welfare queens” 
rhetoric and George H.W. 
Bush’s infamous Willie Hor¬ 
ton ad. That ad described 
a convicted killer who was 
released from prison un¬ 
der a weekend furlough 
program backed by Mas¬ 
sachusetts Gov. Michael 
Dukakis, Bush's opponents, 
and then raped a woman. 
Joseph believes Obama 
should have done more 
to promote economic 
growth.Q 
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FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale Divi Dutch 
Village wk 35 Rm 128 9/1 $3200. 
Also Divi Golf Rm 7205 no mf 
inless used $3200 local until 8/31 
565-9394 

E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 
or 508-314-1359 

196699A 


FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale by owner 
Casa del Mar 2 br -2 bath 9/1 start 
all amentries$4800 also 
Aruba Beach Club wk 34 Rm 126 
$3400 local phone until 8/31 
565-9394 

E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 
or 508-314-1359 

196699 


FOR SALE 

Time Shares for sale Divi Phoenix 
1 br wks 36 start on 9/8 $3650 
also Divi floating wks from 3/17 to 
12/22 $3500 call local 565-9394 
until 8/31 or 

E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 
or 508-314-1359 

196477 
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DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 

junsmnm 

10 September 

Dr. Sneek 


| 

? 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Santa Cruz Tel: 585-8028 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Aloe Tel: 584-4606 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 



Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergency 





911 


OlES*< 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

CRUISE SHIP 



Sept. 12 Ocean Dream 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 

Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 

Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Radiation may up breast cancer risk in some women 


MARIA CHENG 
AP Medical Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Mam¬ 
mograms aimed at find¬ 
ing breast cancer might 
actually raise the chances 
of developing it in young 
women whose genes put 
them at higher risk for the 
disease, a study by lead¬ 
ing European cancer 
agencies suggests. 

The added radiation from 
mammograms and other 
types of tests with chest 
radiation might be es¬ 
pecially harmful to them 
and an MRI is probably a 
safer method of screen¬ 
ing women under 30 who 
are at high risk because of 
gene mutations, the au¬ 
thors conclude. 

The study can’t prove a link 
between the radiation and 
breast cancer, but is one 
of the biggest ever to look 
at the issue. The research 
was published Thursday in 
the journal BMJ. 

“This will raise questions 
and caution flags about 
how we treat women with 
(gene) mutations,” said Dr. 
Len Lichtenfeld, deputy 
chief medical officer of the 
American Cancer Society. 
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These two undated photos, provided by the American College of Radiology shows an extremely 
dense breast, left, and a least dense breast. This image compares mammograms of an extremely 
dense breast and an extremely fatty breast. According to the American College of Radiology, 
most women fall somewhere in between. 


He and the society had no 
role in the research. 
Mammograms are most of¬ 
ten used in women over 40, 
unless they are at high risk, 
like carrying a mutation of 
the BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene. 
Having such a mutation 
increases the risk of de¬ 
veloping cancer five-fold. 
About one in 400 women 
has the gene abnormali¬ 
ties, which are more com¬ 
mon in Eastern European 
Jewish populations. Unlike 
mammograms, an MRI, or 
magnetic resonance im¬ 
aging scan, does not in¬ 
volve radiation. 

The breast cancer screen¬ 
ing tests have been prov¬ 
en to save lives and are 
clearly beneficial for wom¬ 


en aged 50 and over who 
have an average risk of 
breast cancer. Experts are 
divided about their value 
in women younger than 
50. Some studies have sug¬ 
gested women with the 
genetic mutations could 
be more sensitive to radia¬ 
tion because the genes 
are involved in fixing DNA 
problems. If those genes 
are damaged by radia¬ 
tion, they may not be able 
to repair DNA properly, 
raising the cancer risk. 

In several European coun¬ 
tries including Britain, the 
Netherlands and Spain, 
doctors already advise 
women with BRCA muta¬ 
tions to get MRIs instead 
of mammograms before 


age 30. In the U.S., there is 
no specific advice from a 
leading task force of gov¬ 
ernment advisers, but the 
American Cancer Society 
recommends yearly mam¬ 
mograms and MRIs from 
age 30 for women with 
BRCA gene mutations. 

In the BMJ study, Europe¬ 
an researchers followed 
nearly 2,000 women over 
18 with one of the gene 
mutations in Britain, France 
and the Netherlands. Par¬ 
ticipants reported their 
previous chest X-rays and 
mammograms, includ¬ 
ing the age of their first 
screening and the number 
of procedures. About 850 
women were later diag¬ 
nosed with breast cancer. 


Roughly half of them had 
X-rays while one third had 
at least one mammogram, 
at an average age of 29. 
The researchers did not 
have a breakdown of 
how many women were 
exposed to chest radia¬ 
tion before age 30 but 
estimated that for every 
100 women aged 30 with 
a gene mutation, nine will 
develop breast cancer by 
age 40. They projected the 
number of cases would in¬ 
crease by five if all of them 
had one mammogram 
before age 30. 

But they cautioned their 
results should be interpret¬ 
ed with caution because 
most women didn't have 
a mammogram before 30. 
Researchers found women 
with a history of chest radi¬ 
ation in their 20s had a 43 
percent increased relative 
risk of breast cancer com¬ 
pared to women who had 
no chest radiation at that 
age. 

Any exposure before age 
20 seemed to raise the risk 
by 62 percent. Radiation 
after age 30 did not seem 
to affect breast cancer 
risk. 

"We believe countries who 
use mammograms in wom¬ 
en under 30 should recon¬ 
sider their guidelines,” said 
Anouk Pijpe of the Nether¬ 
lands Cancer Institute, one 
of the study authors. "It 
may be possible to reduce 
the risk of breast cancer in 
(high-risk) women by using 
MRIs, so we believe physi¬ 
cians and patients should 
consider that.” 

The study was paid for by 
European cancer groups. 
Lichtenfeld said the study 
wouldn't immediately 
change advice from the 
American Cancer Society 
but said concerned wom¬ 
en should talk to their doc¬ 
tor about their options. □ 



Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 24 Hours Straight Service ■ We Guarantee 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 7 Days a Week ANYTIME • Quality, Service & Reliability 

Wilt Ymw ■ ffcfr yinw ■ Tw Tmw ■ Ifttp Vnm ■ tmm WuM ■ Vfc# Tm* ■ ftip Vmm ■ Tmwi ■ tWiit » Wig ■ tM m TfaM - Yfaw Tap■ ■ Ifarirt ■ Ywww ■ T-tp Tap* 
























PEOPLE & ARTS 


29 

Monday, September 10, 2012 


Johnny Depp shares ‘ink’ with Damien Echols 


JOHN CARUCCI 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — The man 

Johnny Depp helped re¬ 
lease from Arkansas' death 
row has become like a 
brother to him, right down 
to getting matching tat¬ 
toos. 

“We have some,” Depp 
said Saturday as he 
touched a tattoo on the 
right side of his chest. 

“This one Damien de¬ 
signed. It’s one of my all- 
time favorites, and it means 
quite a lot to me,” Depp 
told The Associated Press 
before the premiere of the 
documentary, “West of 
Memphis," about Damien 
Echols and his two co-de¬ 
fendants. 

Echols said whenever he 
and Depp get together, 
they often end up in a tat¬ 
too parlor. Depp said it’s 
about “celebrating the 
moment." 

Echols, Jessie Misskelley, 
and Jason Baldwin spent 18 
years in prison for the 1993 


murders of three 8-year old 
boys in West Memphis. 

All three were released af¬ 
ter agreeing to an Alford 
plea that allowed them to 
maintain their innocence 
while pleading guilty. 

The three were the subjects 
of the “Paradise Lost” doc¬ 
umentaries, which cap¬ 
tured Depp’s interest in the 
case. 

“You saw those initial doc¬ 
umentaries, you make a 
choice: 

Am I going to watch the 
thing and go ‘Wow, that’s 
really horrible,’ and go 
out and get a milkshake,” 
Depp said. 

Depp, along with Pearl 
Jam's Eddie Vedder, Nat¬ 
alie Maines of the Dixie 
Chicks, musician Henry Rol¬ 
lins, and filmmaker Peter 
Jackson, who produced 
“West of Memphis,” helped 
pay the legal fees to free 
the three men. 

The 37-year old Echols al¬ 
ways wears sunglasses, 
a product of not seeing 


much daylight after spend¬ 
ing so many years in a pris¬ 
on cell. Echols said Depp’s 
support wasn't limited to 
Echols' time in prison. 

“He's been with us ev¬ 
ery single step of the way. 
Since we've gotten out, 
he's become like a brother 
to me. 

And that’s one of the things 
we always do just as part 
of that bond is whenever 
you get tattoos like that, 
it's something you carry 
with you through the rest 
of your life and it’s really 
meaningful."□ 



This image released by Starpix shows Damien Echols, one of 
the West Memphis Three, left, and actor Johnny Depp at a press 
conference for the film “West of Memphis” at the 2012 Toronto 
International Film Festival in Toronto on Saturday, Sept. 8, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Penelope Cruz concerned about crisis in Spain 


MADRID (AP) — Oscar- 
winning actress Penelope 
Cruz says she is deeply con¬ 
cerned about the financial 
crisis engulfing Spain and 
how it might affect the fu¬ 
ture of the film industry in 
her native country. 

The Hollywood star said she 
would like to encourage 
film-makers to choose Spain 


as a location and perhaps 
use her status to promote 
co-productions there. 

In a statement released 
Sunday through her agent 
Katrina Bayonas, 

Cruz said she also wanted 
“to rectify" what she called 
a misinterpretation of her 
words. 

Cruz said an unnamed pub¬ 


lication had quoted her as 
saying, 

“I will produce a couple of 
films a year in Spain to pro¬ 
vide work for hundreds of 
people.” 

Cruz said the published 
words had “an arrogant 
tone” that had “nothing 
to do" with what she had 
wanted to say.Q 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 
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ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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Pianist Van Cliburn poses for a 
portrait at the Steinway & Sons 
showroom in New York on 
March 18,1994. 

Associated Press 

Cliburn appears 
at competition’s 
50th anniversary 

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) — 

Renowned classical pianist 
Van Cliburn has appeared 
in public for the first time 
since he was diagnosed 
with advanced bone can¬ 
cer. 

The Fort Worth Star-Tele¬ 
gram reports the 78-year- 
old pianist shuffled onto 
the Bass Hall stage in Fort 
Worth on Thursday night. 
He appeared after the Fort 
Worth Symphony finished 
playing the “Star-Spangled 
Banner” to open a concert 
marking the 50th anniver¬ 
sary of the Van Cliburn In¬ 
ternational Piano Competi¬ 
tion. 

Alann Simpson, interim 
president and CEO of the 
Van Cliburn Foundation, 
told the Star-Telegram that 
Cliburn “willed himself to 
do it.” 

Cliburn's publicist revealed 
the pianist's cancer di¬ 
agnosis late last month. 
Cliburn, who lives in Fort 
Worth, shot to fame in 1958 
when he won the first Inter¬ 
national Tchaikovsky Com¬ 
petition in Moscow at age 
230 



In this undated publicity photo released by Lionsgate, Natasha Calis stars as Em in the film, 
“ThePossession.” 

Associated Press 


‘The Possession’ remains 
No. 1 at weak box office 


DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — “The 
Possession” occupied the 
top spot at a nearly coma¬ 
tose box office. 

The fright flick with Kyra 
Sedgwick and Jeffrey 
Dean Morgan playing the 
parents of a girl possessed 
by a demon earned $9.5 
million in its second outing, 
the lowest grossing week¬ 
end for the box office this 
year and one of the worst 
weekends at the box office 
in a decade. It marked the 
first time since 2008 that no 
film managed to crack the 
$10 million mark. 

The weekend after the La¬ 
bor Day holiday is typically 
the slowest of the year, 
but this weekend’s gross¬ 
es were down 20 percent 
over last year when “Con¬ 
tagion” opened in first 
place with $22.4 million. To¬ 
tal box office revenues are 
estimated at $67 million, 
which would make this the 
worst weekend at the box 
office since the weekend 


after the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks when rev¬ 
enues were $59.7 million. 
“There just wasn’t a strong 
opener,” said Paul Derga- 
rabedian, box-office ana¬ 
lyst for Hollywood.com. 
“We came off a summer 
that ended with a whim¬ 
per. There wasn't any 
momentum. It just comes 
down to the movies and 
the marketplace. There’s 
wasn’t some extraneous 
force keeping people out 
of the theaters. This crop 
of movies just didn’t have 
that solid draw.” 

The bootlegging tale “Law¬ 
less” starring Shia LaBeouf, 
Tom Hardy and Jessica 
Chastain kept a lock on 
the No. 2 position in its sec¬ 
ond weekend with $6 mil¬ 
lion, bringing its total haul 
to $23.5 million, while “The 
Words” featuring Bradley 
Cooper as an aspiring writ¬ 
er and Zoe Saldana as his 
girlfriend debuted in third 
place with $5 million. 

A pair of action sequels 
rounded out the top five 


films. The ensemble flick 
“The Expendables 2” 
earned $4.7 million in its 
fourth weekend, while “The 
Bourne Legacy” captured 
$4 million in its fifth outing 
at the box office. “Expend¬ 
ables 2" also picked up 
$14 million internationally in 
23 territories, and “Bourne 
Legacy” nabbed $13 mil¬ 
lion in 49 territories. 

“2016: Obama’s America,” 
a conservative film explor¬ 
ing the roots of President 
Barack Obama’s political 
views, raised its total to $26 
million in its ninth week of 
release, earning another 
$3.3 million this weekend. 
That now makes “2016” 
the second highest gross¬ 
ing political documentary 
of all time behind liberal 
director Michael Moore’s 
“Fahrenheit 9/11,” which 
holds the top spot with 
$119.1 million. 

“The Cold Light of Day,” 
the weekend’s only other 
new major release, wasn't 
able to see the light of the 
top 10. □ 



Singer Dorothy McGuire, seen 
here in a file photo taken 
Thursday, Oct. 10,1986, poses 
outside Radio City Music Hall 
in New York City. McGuire, 
of the popular 1950s musical 
trio, the McGuire Sisters, has 
died of natural causes at the 
age of 84 in the Phoenix, Ariz., 
area Friday. 

Associated Press 


Dorothy McGuire 
of McGuire Sisters 
dies at 84 


BOB CHRISTIE 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — Dorothy 
McGuire Williamson, who 
teamed with sisters Chris¬ 
tine and Phyllis for a string 
of hits in the 50s and 60s as 
the popular McGuire Sisters 
singing group, has died. 
Williamson died Friday at 
her son’s home in the Phoe¬ 
nix suburb of Paradise Val¬ 
ley, daughter-in-law Karen 
Williamson said. She had 
Parkinson’s disease and 
age-related dementia. 

The McGuire Sisters earned 
six gold records for hits in¬ 
cluding 1954’s “Sincerely” 
and 1957’s “Sugartime.” 
The sisters were known for 
their sweet harmonies and 
identical hairdos and out- 
fits.They began singing to¬ 
gether as children at their 
mother’s Ohio church and 
then performed at wed¬ 
dings and church revivals. 
They got their big break 
on the show “Arthur God¬ 
frey's Talent Scouts" in 1952 
where they continued to 
perform for seven yearsO 
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The Engagement Gap 



The Democratic Convention 
Haunted By Hillary 



Charles M. Blow 

© 2012 New York Times News 
Service 

Forget the enthusiasm gap, let’s 
focus on the engagement gap. 
In particular, let’s focus on the 
gap in the level of media en¬ 
gagement - particularly social 
media engagement - between 
President Barack Obama’s 
campaign and Mitt Romney’s. 
Obama is on the winning side of 
thaf gap. 

A study earlier this month by the 
Pew Research Center’s Proj¬ 
ect for Excellence in Journalism 
looked af how fhe campaigns 
are using social media this cy¬ 
cle. 

It found fhat: “The Obama cam¬ 
paign posted nearly four times 
as much content as the Romney 
campaign and was active on 
nearly twice as many platforms. 
Obama’s digifal content also 
engendered more response 
from fhe public - twice the num¬ 
ber of shares, views and com¬ 
ments of his posts.’’ 

Obama also has twice the num¬ 
ber of Twitter retweets and You¬ 
Tube comments, likes or views as 
Romney, and nearly 80 percent 
more Facebook likes, according 
to the report. 

Even Obama’s Thursday accep¬ 
tance speech, which brought a 
little less pep to the rally than 
some had hoped, did incredibly 
well in social media. Accord¬ 
ing to Twitter’s official blog, the 
speech “set a new record for 
political moments on Twitter.’’ 
Overall, according to the site: 
“The Democratic National Con¬ 
vention has driven an incredible 
amount of Twitter conversation 
since the very first day - through 
the close of fhe official proceed¬ 
ings, we have seen more fhan 
9.5 million Tweets sent about the 
events in Charlotte. Just the final 
day of the convention delivered 
roughly 4 million Tweets - ap¬ 
proximately equal to the total 
number from fhe entire Republi¬ 
can National Convention.’’ 

Even on television, the Demo¬ 
crats outperformed the Repub¬ 
licans. According to Nielsen, 
the Democratic convention 
drew more viewers than the Re¬ 
publicans on each night. And, 
according to the Hollywood 
Reporter, the Republican con¬ 
fab lasf Wednesday even had 
the embarrassing distinction 
of being outperformed on ev¬ 
ery station among viewers 18 
to 49 years old by the TLC real¬ 
ity show, “Here Comes Honey 
Boo Boo,” which centers on the 
family of a 6-year-old pageant 


queen who says things like “a 
dolla makes me holla.” 

(Let’s please have a moment 
of silence for America. OK, pro¬ 
ceed.) 

According to a report about 
social network site, or SNS, users 
issued by the Pew Internet and 
American Life Project this week: 

— 36 percent of SNS users say 
the sites are “very important” or 
“somewhat important” to them 
in keeping up with political 
news. 

— 26 percent of SNS users say 
the sites are “very important” 
or “somewhat important” to 
them in recruiting people to get 
involved in political issues that 
matter to them. 

— 25 percent of SNS users say 
the sites are “very important” or 
“somewhat important” to them 
for debating or discussing politi¬ 
cal issues with others. 

— 16 percent of SNS users say 
they have changed their views 
about a political issue after dis¬ 
cussing it or reading posts about 
it on the sites. 

And the report found that many 
of fhe president’s strongest sup¬ 
porters are more likely to use 
social networks for political infor¬ 
mation. The report noted: 
“SNS-using blacks are signifi¬ 
cantly more likely than SNS-us- 
ing whites to feel thaf fhe sites 
are important for fhese politi¬ 
cal activities. And younger SNS 
users (those ages 18 to 29) are 
more likely than older site users 
to think the sites are important in 
this way.” 

As Tom Rosenstiel, director of the 
Project of Excellence in Journal¬ 
ism, told The Financial Times this 
week, social media users are not 
truly representative of the elec¬ 
torate - only about 15 percent 
of the population is on Twitter for 
instance - and conversation on 
social media “skews young and 
it skews activist.” 

But, to me, that seems to be the 
benefit. Who better to do cam¬ 
paign legwork than those with 
young legs? Who better to do 
the retail evangelism required to 
get voters to the polls than the 
most activist evangelists? 

It is too early to say what the 
Obama campaign’s digital 
edge will mean on Election Day, 
but if it can convert virtual en¬ 
gagement into actual turnout, 
that could turn a tough race 
into an easy one. 

As The New York Times’ Nate 
Silver wrote this week on his 
FiveThirtyEight blog: 

“There’s one advantage that 
President Obama has that Mitt 
Romney probably doesn’t. If he 
can get a good turnout from his 
base, he’ll be the heavy favorite 
to win in November - even if Mr. 
Romney gets a strong turnout as 
well.” 

In this election, turnout is the 
ballgame. And since Republi¬ 
cans are doing all they can with 
voter suppression laws to limit 
the turnout of people who most 
often vote Democratic, social 
media might be a way to help 
even the score. The Democrats 
simply have to turn buzz into bal¬ 
lots. 

“Like, tweet, volunteer, vote,” 
you might say.Q 



Frank Bruni 

© 2012 New York Times News 
Service 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. - At their par¬ 
ty’s ebullient convention last 
week, the Democratic politi¬ 
cians with an eye on the 2016 
presidential contest were out in 
full force and almost in full stride, 
never mind that 2012 has yet to 
be settled. Martin O’Malley, the 
Maryland governor, popped up 
here, there and everywhere. 
Mark Warner, the Virginia sena¬ 
tor, was nearly as ubiquitous. 
And Joe Biden made the fiery 
most of a prime speaking slot 
just before President Barack 
Obama’s. But all of them knew 
that their efforts would probably 
be for naughf and their aspira¬ 
tions in vain if a certain some¬ 
one who was then half a world 
away decided to reach - again 
- for the White House. Like a pol¬ 
tergeist in a pantsuit, Hillary Clin¬ 
ton haunted Charlotte. 

She was the grand phantom of 
fhe 2012 political conventions, 
but not the only one. Both the 
Republican gathering in Tam¬ 
pa, Fla., and the Democratic 
conclave here were almost as 
fascinating for whaf and who 
were missing as for what and 
who were present: for the ap¬ 
pearances that didn’t happen 
or that occurred only briefly or 
belatedly. 

The Democrats lacked not only 
Hillary but also, in the beginning, 
God. To some party stalwarts 
that’s probably a statement of 
fhe utmost redundancy. Hillary 
is God, or at least a holy ghost. 


Will she run in 2016? I can’t tell 
you how many times I heard 
that question and how largely 
it loomed in Charlotte. There’s a 
strong belief that she’s seriously 
considering one last bid, and a 
fervent wish that the Hillary saga 
not yet be over, because it’s as 
riveting as any in the last quar¬ 
ter-century of American politics. 
The video that was shown just 
before Bill Clinton delivered his 
speech on Wednesday night re¬ 
minded delegates and the rest 
of us of fhe Clintons’ epoch in 
the White House, years of serial 
scandals and provisional hair¬ 
styles. It reminded us, too, that 
for Hillary, a setback is merely a 
prelude to redemption, a warm¬ 
up for fhe last laugh. She’s the 
comeback kid. 

From Hillarycare, Whitewater, 
Travelgate, Monica Lewinsky 
and the bruising presidential pri¬ 
maries in 2008, she rebounded to 
where she is today, a Democrat¬ 
ic deity so revered that the 2016 
nomination is presumed hers if 
she wants it. It’s seen almost as 
a matter of destiny, a piece of 
unfinished business. The party 
realized one kind of history with 
Obama’s election and would 
love to realize another with Hill¬ 
ary’s. It’s time for a woman. It’s 
long past time. 

This particular woman’s absence 
from Charloffe wasn’t a clue to 
her intentions, a tea leaf fo be 
read. Her day job, as secretary 
of stafe, had her in Asia. And 
a picture of her in East Timor, 
watching Bill’s speech, circu¬ 
lated quickly and spoke to why 
there’s such fascination with her 
these days. In the photograph 
she sat alone and at peace, at¬ 
tentive but not beholden to the 
human comet who took her on 
such a wild ride. She was now 
traveling through a separate 
cosmos, blazing an indepen¬ 
dent trail, lighting up the sky on 
her own. 

Other absences were indeed 
freighted with tactical signifi¬ 


cance. They underscored how 
little it benefits some Democrats 
to go near a party 
platform with many planks to 
the left of fhe center, and they 
suggested how unpopular the 
party or the president is in cer¬ 
tain states. Sen. Jon Tester, fight¬ 
ing a tough re-election battle 
in Montana, skipped Charlotte. 
So did a remarkably long list 
of ofher Democrats in similarly 
fierce fights: Claire McCaskill, 
who stayed put in Missouri; Bob 
Kerrey, who didn’t leave Ne¬ 
braska; Heidi Heitkamp, who 
campaigned in North Dakota; 
and Joe Donnelly, who did like¬ 
wise in Indiana. 

Democrats are on tenterhooks 
about the preservation of their 
Senate majority, which may 
help explain another conven¬ 
tion phantom: gun control, 
the issue they feel they mustn’t 
touch. After a summer of bul¬ 
lets and despite a poignant ap¬ 
pearance onstage by Gabby 
Giffords, Obama ignored if, 
ofher headliners avoided if and 
our Glock-toting country went 
about its merry and murderous 
way, with a shooting spree ev¬ 
ery few months and a failure of 
resolve fo do anything about it. 
Before Charlotte I was in Tam¬ 
pa, and there were a few mo¬ 
ments between Paul Ryan’s and 
Mitt Romney’s speeches when 
I blinked. Hence I missed Scott 
Brown, the Republican senator 
from Massachusetts. 

What an intriguing predicament 
he’s in. The only way he beats 
Elizabeth Warren, his Democrat¬ 
ic rival, and wins re-election is to 
persuade his state’s voters that 
the “R” attached to his name is 
purely decorative, like the hood 
ornaments on a couple of old 
Cadillacs. So he stayed in Tam¬ 
pa about as long as the char- 
donnay in a Real Housewife’s 
glass lasts, and managed in his 
ultra-brief remarks to reporters to 
work in the words “moderate” 
and “pro-choice.” Q 
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WTC memorial magnificent, but at a steep price 


DAVID B. CARUSO 
DAVID PORTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — With 
its huge reflecting pools, 
ringed by waterfalls and 
skyscrapers, and a cavern¬ 
ous underground museum 
still under construction, the 
National Sept. 11 Memo¬ 
rial and Museum at the 
World Trade Center is an 
awesome spectacle that 
moved and inspired some 
4.5 million visitors in its first 
year. 

But all that magnificence 
comes with a jaw-dropping 
price tag. 

The foundation that runs 
the memorial estimates 
that once the roughly $700 
million project is complete, 
the memorial and museum 
will together cost $60 mil¬ 
lion a year to operate. 

The anticipated cost has 
bothered some critics 
and raised concerns even 
among the memorial’s al¬ 
lies that the budget may 
be unsustainable without a 
hefty government subsidy. 
By comparison, the Nation¬ 
al Park Service budgeted 
$8.4 million this year to op¬ 
erate and maintain Get¬ 
tysburg National Military 
Park and $3.6 million for the 
monument that includes 
the USS Arizona Memo¬ 
rial at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 
Running Arlington National 
Cemetery, which has more 
than 14,000 graves and 
receives 4 million visitors a 
year, costs $45 million an¬ 
nually. 

Officials at the 9/11 memo¬ 
rial say they face unique 
challenges that make 
comparisons to other na¬ 
tional memorials difficult. 
The foundation plans to 
spend at least a fifth of 
its operating budget, or 
around $12 million per 
year, on private security 
because of terrorism fears. 
Visitors to the memorial pla¬ 
za pass through airport-like 
security, and armed guards 
patrol the grounds. 

“The fact of the matter is 
that this was a place that 
was attacked twice,” said 
Joseph Daniels, the foun¬ 
dation’s president and 
chief executive. 

Just operating the two mas¬ 
sive fountains that mark the 



In this April 17, 2012 file photo. One World Trade Center rises above the lower Manhattan skyline 
and the National September 11 Memorial and Museum, in New York. Eleven years after terrorists 
attacked the World Trade Center, the new World Trade Center now dominates the lower Manhat¬ 
tan skyline. 
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spots where the twin towers 
once stood will cost anoth¬ 
er $4.5 million to $5 million 
annually, said the founda¬ 
tion’s spokesman, Michael 
Frazier. 

Foundation officials didn’t 
respond to requests for 
information about other 
costs at the site, including 
the anticipated expense of 
running the museum, which 
is still unfinished and might 
not be anytime soon. 

The museum was supposed 
to open this month, but 
construction all but ceased 
a year ago because of a 
funding squabble between 
the foundation and the 
Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey, which 
owns the land the memo- 



Visitors to the National September 11 Memorial and Museum 
look at one of two reflecting pools at the World Trade Center, 
Thursday, Sept. 6, 2012 in New York. Tuesday will mark the 
eleventh anniversary of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 
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rial sits on. 

Daniels said it will take at 
least a year for the museum 
to open once construction 
resumes, meaning the site 
may not be fully complete 
until at least 2014. 

The failure to open the mu¬ 
seum on time has thrown 
off the foundation’s finan¬ 
cial planning. Officials had 
expected to use the muse¬ 
um, being built mostly with 
money from various gov¬ 
ernment agencies, plus pri¬ 
vate donations, as its main 
source of revenue. 

While visitors will be allowed 
into the above-ground por¬ 
tions of the memorial for 
free, the foundation plans 
to charge people to de¬ 
scend into the museum’s 
exhibition space, where 
they will see portraits of the 
nearly 3,000 victims, hear 
oral histories of the tragedy 
and view artifacts such as 
the staircase World Trade 
Center workers used to flee 
on Sept. 11,2001. 

The admission price hasn’t 
been set. But if the muse¬ 
um gets the 2 million visi¬ 
tors a year the foundation 
expects, a $12 fee, like the 
one charged at the memo¬ 
rial to the victims of the 1995 
Oklahoma City bombing, 
would cover 40 percent of 
the operating costs. More 
money will be generated 
through fundraising and 
the sale of memorabilia. 

In addition, the foundation 
and several elected offi¬ 
cials have proposed that 
the American public pick 
up one-third of the operat¬ 
ing costs. 

So far, Congress has balked. 
A bill proposed by Demo¬ 
cratic Sen. Daniel Inouye, 
that would have had the 
National Park Service con¬ 
tribute $20 million per year 
ran into opposition from Re¬ 
publican Sen. Tom Coburn, 
who noted that the federal 
government had already 
spent $300 million on the 
memorial project. 

A National Park Service 
official, William Shaddox, 
testified at a hearing that 
$20 million is more than the 
agency can afford, and 
larger than the entire annu¬ 
al appropriation for nearly 
99 percent of the parks in 
its system.□ 



































